Personal from...

“Blood, Sweat and ‘Téars”

His IS a “‘blood, sweat and tears” talk
with our readers—with apologies to
the late Sir Winston Churchill.
At Britain’s darkest hour of World War II,
Prime Minister Churchill’s “blood, sweat and
tears” speech saved the nation.

It struck through to the hearts of the British
people. It moved their emotions. Like an electric
shock it gave them hope. It stirred their
determination, aroused a willingness to suffer any
sacrifice or privation, that their country might
survive.

Today, as surely as Britain faced the question of
survival then, all humanity faces the question of
SURVIVAL now—the survival of the human race!

We don’t like to think about it. We shrink from
facing up to the existing facts. I know that well!
But there is a story to be told about that, and I
propose to tell it now.

Forty-seven years ago a tiny handful of
financially poor but sober people did face up to it.
They volunteered to join me in a “blood, sweat and
tears” sacrifice to do something about it. As time
went on, others caught the vision, volunteered to
join with them. Now, in humanity’s darkest
hour—with most of humanity lethargically refusing
to face up to it—our deliverance is near. Glorious
victory is in sight; humanity will be saved alive.
The peaceful, happy, prosperous, joyful WORLD
TOMORROW is soon to dawn.

The world little realizes now, but soon it will
come to astonished awareness of the fact that these
volunteers have had something vital to do with it.

Their unselfish sacrifice has gone too long
unnoticed. I feel it is high time that I give full
acknowledgement, and pay full tribute to those to
whom tribute is due. They have made possible a
very remarkable thing—something never done
before! It is something that concerns every reader
of this magazine.

This magazine now has a vast readership of several
million people. Before this vast audience I want to give
public recognition for the loving service, often at great
personal sacrifice, given by a comparatively small army
of volunteers. They have made it possible for You to
hold this fine-quality magazine in your hands just now.
They have also done far more.

These are the loyal co-workers who have made
possible The World Tomorrow broadcast. These
same self-sacrificing volunteers have made possible
Ambassador College in Pasadena, California.

People often ask: “How can you do it? How
can you publish such a quality magazine of such
tremendous circulation, without advertising revenue
and without subscription price?”

So, since we receive such questions from many
subscribers, it seems fitting that the tribute I wish
to pay to this small army of volunteers should, at
the same time, answer that very question.

When I say you cannot pay for your own
subscription—it has already been paid—I do so
because I do not like to use the word free. In the
strictest sense nothing is free. That is why we say:
“Your subscription price has been paid.” Of
course SOMEONE had to pay for it. Yet we never
charge You—the reader. You CANNOT pay for your
own. Our mail-opening staff is instructed to return
your money if you try.

This bewilders people. No ONE ever did anything
this way before.

Do-we then, some ask, refuse to accept
contributions? The frank answer is NO! But we DO
refuse to ask the public for contributions. That tiny
family of volunteer co-workers has grown through
the years. And candidly I do tell them about
financial needs. BUT—WE EMPHATICALLY DO
REFUSE TO SOLICIT OR REQUEST PEOPLE TO
BECOME CO-WORKERS.

Our expanding family of co-workers become so
VOLUNTARILY.

So I repeat—though no one, even a co-worker,
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can pay for his own subscription
to this magazine, it did cost some-
thing to produce and put into
readers’ hands. Your subscription
price HAS BEEN PAID—by these
co-workers whose tithes and free-
will offerings make possible an
astonishing activity serving and
helping multiple millions of
people worldwide!

Some time ago one of the lead-
ing American news magazines
made a statement to the general
effect that our only hope for the
survival of human life now lies in
the power of a “Strong Hand
from Someplace.” That is 100
percent true. But very few realize
it.

You see, they were talking
about an uUNSEEN Hand from
somewhere. What people cannot
see, they usually cannot believe.

Fifty-four years ago, my eyes
were opened to a good many seri-
ous, sobering things. I “‘saw” the
way humanity is drifting. 1 saw,
even then, the threat to human
existence. I read advance news

reports, proved to be reliable, of

the world’s condition and trends.
I read also of the coming soLuU-
TION of world problems, by and
through this unseen Strong Hand
from someplace. I came to “‘SEE”
this unseen ‘“Hand.” And I was
given to ‘“‘SEE” the challenge to
awaken millions to the urgency of
the world crisis—and to the glo-
rious GOOD NEwSs of the happier
world of peace just beyond.

A very small handful of per-
sonal acquaintances also recog-
nized the challenge and the call to
become instruments of that
unseen ‘‘Hand.”” That unseen
“Hand” has proved to be a very
steady, strong and powerful
Hand.

This small number of personal
acquaintances were poor in this
world’s goods, but rich in the true
values. In a sense, they, with me,
felt “drafted” into this service
yet they willingly voLuNn-
TEERED.

That was some 47 years ago,
early 1934. Seven years before,
early 1927, I had envisioned the
idea of The Plain Truth maga-

zine. At the time, I was living in
Portland, Oregon. I even engaged
a professional letter artist to
design a dummy front cover for a
magazine called The Plain Truth.
I wrote three or four articles—
never actually published, I be-
lieve, save one.

But it was not until seven years
later that I was able to produce
Volume I, Number 1 of The Plain
Truth. That was the February,
1934, issue. It was a homemade
magazine done on a borrowed
mimeograph. The stencils were
cut on a borrowed typewriter.

On January 6, 1934, due to the
volunteered help of these few co-
workers, I was able to go on the
air with what became The World
Tomorrow program. It was a lit-
tle 100-watt radio station in
Eugene, Oregon. The charge for
time—$2.50 per half-hour pro-
gram. The station owner had set a
price lower than his operating
cost for the half hour. Our tiny
handful of co-workers were able,
then, to contribute only about
$1.38 per week between them. I
plunged ahead, taking the rest on
faith.

The program then was only

once a week. On the first four

broadcasts, 1 offered The Plain
Truth free, subscription already
paid. How paid? By these few
volunteer co-workers.

Gradually others caught the
vision. It was then in the very
depth of the Great Depression.
Money was a scarce commodity.
To even issue a handmade
mimeographed ‘“magazine’” and
pay $2.50 per week for broadcast
time meant a real ‘“blood, sweat
and tears’ sacrifice.

But we had a missioN! There
was a tremendous PURPOSE! We
were sure we saw THE WAY to do
it—no set subscription price for
The Plain Truth—no request for
contributions over the air. All had
to be given WITHOUT PRICE!

Somehow those few self-sacri-
ficing co-workers began to pros-
per. Even though they made seri-
ous self-sacrifice financially, their
economic condition gradually im-
proved. It was almost as if it paid

them to have a part in this
Work!

In those early years, this Work
faced a constant struggle for sur-
vival. But gradually it grew—and
grew—and multiplied in power
and scope. By 1942 we were
being heard nationally in the
United States. In 1947 Ambassa-
dor College was born. But not
without “birth pangs.” For two
years it was a fight for existence.
Then a few people volunteered to
send in their life savings to help.
They have prospered financially
since.

Gradually, as more and more
people have come to recognize
the challenge—to realize this
great Work offers them an oppor-
tunity to have a part in changing,
and in the end actually saving the
world—the number who have
volunteered to become co-work-
ers has increased.

But there is a rather amazing
factor here. Virtually every phase
of our operations increased on an
average of 30 percent each year
over the first 35 years—save one
factor. That is the number of co-
workers who make it possible. It
costs money to conduct this
Work. During that same period,
our operational expenditures also
increased at the rate of approxi-
mately 30 percent every year over
the year before. That means it
DOUBLED in approximately two
years and seven months—Iess
than three years.

And of course that means the
income for the Work from these
co-workers increased on an aver-
age of 30 percent each year—for
we do pay our bills and therefore
our financial standing today is
quite strong. .

BUT—the incredible thing is,
the increase in the number of co-
workers helping voluntarily with
us each year was less than 12
percent.

How can we account for an
increase of 30 percent each year
in tithes and contributions re-
ceived (over the first 35 years of
this Work) with only a small
increase in the number contribut-
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ing? The answer is surprising
indeed! Those who volunteer to
have part in this great Work do
find that it pAys—their personal
incomes, on the whole, increase! 1
do not mean in every case—but as
a whole!

How can we account for that?

Well, there is that Strong
Hand from someplace. If that
unseen Hand does not exist,
humanity will not survive on
earth another 25 years! I know
whereof I speak, for no organiza-
tion on earth has a more knowl-
edgeable grasp and understanding
of world conditions, trends and
causes, than ours. We know
where this confused world is
heading. It is simply NOT finding
any workable solutions for its
major problems.

But there is that unseen
STRONG HAND! There will be
supernatural intervention to save
humanity alive. And the revela-
tion given mankind by the
Supreme Personage that wields
that Strong Hand explains WHY
such a small increase in support-
ing co-workers could account for
that 30 percent increase in what
they provide.

Listen to a few excerpts from
that revealed explanation: To our
own nations, He says: “Even from
the days of your fathers ye are
gone away from mine ordinances,
and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and I will return unto
you, saith the Lord of hosts. But
ye said, Wherein shall we
return?”

And He answers: “Will a man
rob God? Yet ye have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offer-
ings. Ye are cursed with a curse:
for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation. Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house,
and PROVE ME NOW HEREWITH,
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven,
AND POUR OUT A BLESSING, that
there shall not be room enough to
receive it”’ (Malachi 3:7-10).
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Our Creator and Ruler of the
universe CHALLENGES us! He
challenges us to PROVE Him! He
makes a promise. He says put
Him to the test! He PROMISES to
prosper those who tithe to His
Work.

Again, Jesus’ words: “GIVE,
and it shall be given unto you;
good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running
over” (Luke 6:38).

And further, the apostle Paul:
“He which soweth sparingly shall

reap also sparingly; and he which-

soweth bountifully shall also reap
bountifuly. Every man according
as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give; not grudgingly, or of
necessity: for God loveth a cheer-
ful giver. And God is able to
make all grace abound toward
you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may
abound to every good work”
(IT Corinthians 9:6-8).

We know that we have been
given a very great Mission. That
Mission is to awaken a drowsy,
lethargic humanity to the fact its
WRONG WAYS are leading all
humanity into a crisis that would
mean the extinction of human life
if the Almighty God did not come
to our rescue.

We have been assigned to pro-
claim the very imminent coming
of the Great Messiah in TOTAL
supernatural POWER and GLORY
to set up THE GOVERNMENT OF
Gob over all nations, and to bring
this unhappy world PEACE at
last!

I have said these co-workers
volunteered. In a technical sense,
if one understands, that is not
entirely true. That is, it is not ALL
of the truth!

For the whole truth is, that
unseen “Strong Hand” is, literal-
ly, the living Christ who gave His
life’s blood to pay the penalty of
the transgressions of the world,
and who was raised from the
dead—and is alive, in POWER,
eternally. It is He who guides and
directs this great Work.

And this same Jesus, during
His human lifetime, said of His
disciples, “Ye have not chosen
me, but I have chosen you” (John
15:16). In a sense, those having a

part in this great Work with and
under the living Christ have been
drafted. But it is not a compulso-
ry draft. Except for a full-time
special mission, each individual
makes his own decision. “And
whosoever will, let him take the
water of life freely” (Revelation
22070

Therefore, our co-workers, of
their own free will, made their
own decision, unasked, unsolic-
ited, by me or any in this Work.
Even though called and chosen by
that unseen Strong Hand, which
they may not have realized, they
did volunteer to accept; to have a
part in changing and saving the
world, under the living Christ!

We know that we are merely
poor human instruments in the
very Work of the Almighty Liv-
ing God, preparing the wAy!
Even now, this Work is changing
the lives of thousands every year.
Soon, under the world-ruling
Government of God, it will final-
ly result in not only CHANGING
THE WORLD, but also in SAVING
THE WORLD!

It was truly a “blood, sweat
and tears” struggle in the early
years. It still is, today. But will-
ingness of co-workers to suffer
privation and sacrifice was re-
warded not only financially, but
spiritually, socially and in other
ways.

This Work, worldwide though
it has grown, has never been able
to quit struggling for survival. It
still is a daily struggle that the
income meet the needs. We have
to struggle constantly with- the
budget. We dare not let it exceed
income. We have to struggle to
find new ways to make every dol-
lar go farther—to give greater
SERVICE to larger numbers of
people.

Paradoxically, as this Work
struggles to survive—and to
GROW in scope and power—it
does so to WARN a world whose
greatest problem is SURVIVAL—
yet we are the only voice on earth
with the Goop News of HOW
THIS WORLD WILL SURVIVE—
AND OF THE HAPPY WORLD
TOMORROW! Our co-workers and
I THANK YOU for allowing us
to serve and GIVE! O

The PLAIN TRUTH



