Do We Have

The COMPLETE BIBLE:

?

The Bible is composed of 66 inspired books. But the Catholic

version and some Protestant Bibles have 7 additional books,

called “the Apocrypha.” Did God inspire these added books?
Are there so-called “lost books” of the Bible?

HREE times Jesus absolutely prom-

ised: "Heaven and earth shall pass

away, but MY words shall NOT
pass away” (Mat. 24:35 and Mark 13:31
and Luke 21:33).

Did Jesus keep this three-fold prom-
ise? Has the COMPLETE Bible been pre-
served for us today? Or has Jesus failed?

Peter was inspired to declare: “The
word of the Lord endures forever” (1
Peter 1:25).

Here are DIVINE, unbreakable prom-
ises! The God who cannot fail has
promised that His Word should not
perish. But how do we know which
books compose His Word?

Who constitutes the FINAL AUTHOR-
ITY for determining which books are the
inspired Word of God—and for preserv-
ing these books? Has God left it to each
individual to determine for himself
which books he thinks are the “Inspired
Word of God™?

Or bas He left it to some one church
denominarion?

The Catholic Claim

Roman Catholics claim in their litera-
ture that the Bible is a “a Catholic book.”
They insist that they alone have au-
thority to determine which books belong
in both the Old and New Testaments—
that they alone have been used in pre-
serving it.

They openly acknowledge that it is
solely by their authority that the Apocry-
pha—seven additional books and por-
tions of two others—have been added to
the Old Testament in Catholic Bibles
and have appeared in some Protestant
editions.

Is the Roman Catholic Church Jesus’
instrument for determining which books
are inspired and which are not? Did God
give them the authority to make this
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binding decision on the Christian world?

Are these additional books reslly in-
spired? Did Jesus and the apostles ever
recognize them—quote from them? Did
they ever approve them?

In Catholic Bibles, and in the Smith-
Goodspeed translation, you will find
these seven books entitled: “Tobit,”
“Judith,” “Wisdom of Solomon,” “Ec-
clesiasticus,” “Baruch,” “I Maccabees”
and “II Maccabees.” Besides these seven
books, 107 additional verses are placed
at the end of the book of Esther. Inserted
in the middle of the third chapter of the
book of Daniel is a “Song of the Three
Holy Children,” and at the end of the
book of Daniel is a 13th chapter called
“Susana and the Elders” and the 14th
chapter called "Bel and the Dragon”!

In early editions of the Catholic Bible
even other apocryphal books make their
appearance.

Is the Bible incomplete without these
additions? Or are these unjustified hu-
man additions placed there by men who
have no divine authority?

Why called “Apocrypha?”

Why are these additional books called
“Apocryphal”? What does the word
apocrypha mean? It comes from a Greek
word meaning “hidden,” “secret in ori-
gin.” These books, in other words, had
a hidden beginning, a secret origin—not
openly given to the community at first.
They were mystery books!

But these seven additional books and
chapters are actually only 4 few out of
many hundreds of fabulous books which
are commonly called “apocryphal writ-
ings.” Thete were dozens of ancient,
spurious apocryphal or spurious “gos-
pels,” “acts,” “epistles,” “apocalypses.”
They include such titles as “"Gospel ac-
cording to the Egyptians”—"Gospel of

the birth of Mary”—"“The Acts of Peter”
—"The Apocalypse of the Virgin”!

Between 200 B.C. and 100 A.D. nu-
merous apocryphal works appeared also
among the Essene Jews, such as “The
Assumption of Moses”— "“The Ascen-
sion of Isaiah”—"Third and Fourth
Ezra"—"The Testament of the Twelve
Patriarchs”—“The Testament of Abra-
ham"—and two deliberate frauds, “The
Book of Enoch” and “The Book of
Jasher.”

Many of these works are so fantastic—
so plainly a fraud—that they have never
been accepted by either Jews, Catholics,
or Protestants. Most are spurious, put-
posely written in the names of famous
men in order to foist some mysterions,
secret doctrine on the church. Notice
that the seven additional books found in
Catholic versions and in some Protestant
versions are attributed to Solomon, Ba-
ruch, and Jeremiah—that additional
chapters are attributed to Esther and
Daniel, to Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego.
Were these additions really composed by
these individuals? OR ARE THEY FRAUDS
—SPURIOUS?

Spurious Writings Prophesied

Paul warned the Thessalonians:
be not soon shaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word,
NOR BY LETTER AS FROM US. . .. Let
no man deceive you by any means. . . ."
(II Thes. 2:2-3). Notice it! Within
months after Paul had visited Thessalonia
false teachers were attempting to de-
ceive the Christians by writing spurious
letters in the name of the Apostle Paul!
Is it any wonder that the whole world at
that time became flooded with spurious,
apocryphal, pseudo-biblical works?

Now turn to Jeremiah 23 and see
what was also prophesied to happen in
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the Old Testament times. Begin with
verse 32: “Behold, I am against them
that prophesy false dreams, saith the
Lord, and who tell them, and cause my
people to err by their lies, . . . yet I sent
them not, nor commanded them: there-
fore they shall not profit this people at
all, saith the Lord.”

And notice verses 25 and 26: "I have
heard what the prophets said, that proph-
ecy lies in my name, saying 1 have
dreamed, I have dreamed. How long
shall this be in the heart of the prophets
that prophesy lies? Yea, they are proph-
ets of the deceit of their own heart.”

Understand it! There were prophe-
sied to be torents of false visions and
dreams, and false prophecy to deceive
the people! Though these spurious writ-
ings came “in the name of the Lord”
they were not FROM the Lord. Most
have passed away, have become lost. But
a few still remain.

Amid this torrent of false, fraudulent
writing, to whom had God given His
authority to decide FOR ALL TIME
which were the inspired books of the
Bible and to preserve them? Was it left
up to the individual>—Or to some one
church denomination?

“To the Jew”

Notice Paul’s inspired answer from
Romans 3:1-2, “What advantage then
hath the Jew? Or what profit is there of
circumcision? Much every way: Chiefly
because that UNTO THEM wete com-
mitted the oracles of God.

To whom had the oracles—God’s in-
spited Word, the Bible—been com-
mitted in the Old Testament times? Was
it to the Roman Catholic Church? Or
was it left up to individuals? No! I# was
committed to the Jews. It was trusted
to their care!

Now consider Acts 7:37-38, “This is
that Moses, which said unto the childrcn
of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your
God raise up unto you of your brethren,
like unto me; him shall you hear. This
is he [Moses] that was in the church in
the wilderness with the angel [or mes-
senger—the Lord Jesus Christ] which
spake to him [Moses] in Mount Sinai,
and with our fathers, who received THE
LIVELY ORACLES TO GIVE UNTO US.”
The Old Testament oracles were given
to the Church in the wilderness—the
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Old Testament Church. It was not left
up to the individual.

Though it was committed to the
Church in Old Testament times, it was
to be given—preserved—for us, their
descendants! Peter was inspired to write:
“To the prophets it was revealed, but
not to themselves, but unto us they did
minister the things, which are not re-
ported unto you by them that have
preached the gospel unto you. . ..” (I
Peter 1:12). God inspired His prophets
to bear His message to the Old Testa-
ment Church. God placed His gov-
ernment in that Church. That Church
became responsible—divinely appointed
—to preserve His word—for all time/!

Here is Jesus’ own testimony as to
who was in authority in that Church:
"Then spake Jesus unto the multitude,
and to His disciples, saying, The scribes
and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: All
therefore whatsoever they bid you ob-
serve, that observe and do; but do not ye
after their works: for they say, and do
not” (Mat. 23:1-3). God instituted His
government in His Church—the Old
Testament Church—through Moses. In
Jesus’ day the Scribes and Pharisees were
sitting in Moses” seat, possessing his au-
thority.

And what was the duty of the Scribes?
To preserve the Word of God, to tran-
scribe it and reproduce it from genera-
tion to generation. The Pharisees were
responsible for the constant oral read-
ing of the Scriptures in the synagogues.

The hearts of these leadets may not
have been right—many were hypocrites
—but Jesus said they were in authority.
They were used of God, despite them-
selves, to preserve His Word which con-
demned them!

Jesus again absolutely recognized their
authority when He said in Matthew
5:18, “For verily I say unto you, TILL
heaven and earth pass, onc jot or one
tittle shall in NO wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled.” He restated it in
Luke 16:17, “And it is easier for heaven
and earth to pass, than one tittle of the
law to fail.” The Jews preserved every
letrer of God's Word. Not one was miss-
ing said Jesus. And if not a single letter
was missing, then certainly not a single
book was missing!

But where was the center of authority
in the Jewish world? Were the Jewish
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scribes in Egypt, or Babylon, or Rome
the final authority? Where was head-
quarters to whom the Old Testament
Church looked?

Jerusalem Was Headquartets

Every Church has its headquarters. In
the Old Testament Church God au-
thorized His government to be carried
out from headquarters: “If there arise a
matter too hard for the injudgment . . .
being matters of comsroversy within thy
gates [this could include controversy
over which books were the inspired
books of the Bible] then shalt thou
arise, and get thee up wnto the place
which the Lord thy God shall choose; and
thou shalt come unto the priests, the
Levites, and unto the judge that shall be
in those days, and inquire; and they shall
shew thee the sentence of judgment: and
thou shalt do according to the sentence,
which they of that place which the Lord
shall choose shall shew thee; and thou
shall obsetve to do 4ll that they inform
thee” (Deuteronomy 17:8-10).

Headquarters was the place that God
chose. Where was it? Turn to Psalm
78:67-68: “"Moreover he {the Lord] re-
fused the tabernacle of Joseph, and chose
not the tribe of Ephraim: but chose the
tribe of Jwdah, the Mounc Zion which
he loved.”

Though God gave His revelation to
the entire Old Testament Church—to all
the tribes of Israel—yet He chose out
of all those tribes the one tribe of Judah
—the Jews! That is why Paul said in
Romans 3 that it was to the Jews—the
House of Judah—not to the other tribes
—the House of Israel—that the revela-
tion of God had been committed.

But where was headquarters for the
tribe of Judah? Verse 68 of Psalm 78 de-
clares: "Mount Zion"—wbhere Jerusalem
is. At the time the nation Israel split off
from the tribe of Judah we read in I
Kings 11:13, “Howbeit I will not rend
away all the kingdom; but will give one
tribe to thy son {Solomon’s son}] for
David my servant’s sake, and for JERU-
SALEM'S sake which I have chosen.”

We now have the right Church—the
Old Testament Church,; the right tribe—
Judah, the Jews; the right place—Jeru-
salem; the right leaders—the Scribes and
Pharisees. Here is where we must look
for the authority which determines what
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books belong to the “Old Testament.”
Here was the only place on earth where
God governed the preservation of His
Word—the Old Testament. Were the
Apocrypha among the Scriptures pre-
served by those scribes at Jerusalem?

Which Books Preserved?

Jesus recognized the authority of the
Scribes and Pharisees. In fact, Jesus, be-
fore He came to earth, bad chosen the
Scribes and Pharisees to sit in Moses’
seat and to act as the preservers of His
Word. Jesus is the “LORD” of the Old
Testament whose government the Scribes
and Pharisees were commanded to carry
out. Notice now which Scriptures Jesus
recognized as having the official approval
of His Church. Turn to Luke 24:44-45:

“And He [Jesus] said unto them [the
disciples}, these are the words which I
spake unto you while I was yet with you
that all things must be fulfilled, which
are written IN THE LAW OF MOSES, AND
IN THE PROPHETS, AND IN THE PsALMSs,
concerning Me. Then opened He their
understanding, that they might under-
stand the Scriptures” The Scriptures,
according to this testimony of Jesus
were properly divided by the Jews into
“the law, the prophets, and the psalms.”
This three-fold division the Jews have
preserved unaltered to this very day. The
“law” is composed of the first five books
of the Bible, Genesis to Deuteronomy.
The “prophets” are composed of Joshua,
Judges, I and II Samuel, I and II Kings
{the former prophets]; and Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel, and the 12 minor prophets
{the latter prophets]. And the third
major division of the Hebrew Old Testa-
ment—called the “Psalms” because the
book of Psalms composes the first part
of this division—have the Psalms, Prov-
erbs, Job, then the five small books—
Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations,
Ecclesiastes, and Esther—followed by
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, and—as a final
summary to all the Old Testament—I
and II Chronicles!

Notice that these books preserved by
the Jews are exactly the same as you can
find in the King James Version and
other versions today [the change in
order of books of the Old Testament has
been as a result of recent influence of
the Latin Vulgate on English trans-
lators}. The Apocrypha were never a
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part of the inspired books of the Bible
which compose ouwr Old Testament!

Here then is absolute proof that Jesus
recognized the authority of exactly the
same number of books we have in our
Old Testament today. There are only 39
inspired books which compose the Old
Testament! We have the Old Testament
COMPLETE today.

The seven additional books of the
Apocrypha are therefore proved spurious.
They were never a part of the Old Testa-
ment which the true Church of that day
preserved. The Apocryphal writings—
most of which are frauds—are absolutely
uninspired. Some, such as I and II Mac-
cabees, are relatively accurate history
though even they contradict each other
in points.

In Jesus' day, these 39 separate books
of the Old Testament were often gath-
ered togethet on 22 different scrolls, as
we read from Josephus: “For we (the
Jews) have not an innumerable multi-
tude of books among us, disagreeing and
contradicting one another, but only 22
books, which contain the records of all
the past times; which are justly believed
to be divine.” (Flavius Joscphus, Againss

Apion, Book I, Section VIIL)

Apocrypha Never Quoted in Scripture

Some falsely claim that the Apostles
quoted from the Apocrypha, or that
they cited the Apoctypha as authority.
This claim is not true! The Apocrypha
were falsely added by the Roman
Catholic Church to the inspited books
of the Old Testament 700 years after
the three divisions of the Old Testament
were authoritatively completed. Think
of it! They were not falsely inserted by
the Roman Catholic Church until 400
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years after the birth of Jesus Christ!

Here is what the Catholic pamphlet
“The Bible is a Catholic Book” frankly
admits on page 21: “From the day when
the Catholic Church first published the
official list of the inspired books of both
Old and New Testaments, in 397 A.D,,
there never has been any interruption
in the teaching of the Church concerning
their inspired source.” The claim of the
Catholic Church that it had authority to
determine which books belong in the
Old Testament is 700 yeats too late!
But what of the Catholic claim that the
Apostles quote from a Greek translation
of the Old Testament in which the
Apocrypha were?

Here is Paul's own answer:

Paul believed “. .. Those things which
the prophers and Moses did say should
come” (Acts 26:22). He accepted “all
things which are written in the law and
the prophers’—the OIld Testament!
(Acts 24:14). Paul did not say he be-
lieved in the law, the prophets, and the
Apocrypha.

The Apocrypha were written between
the time of Ezra and the inspired proph-
ets and the time of Christ — a time
during which God had ceased to send
His prophets. Universal testimony ad-
mitted by all is that the last of the Old
Testament prophets was Malachi who
lived in Nehemiah's day.

The Apocrypha have no divine au-
thority behind them. They did not come
from God. In numerous places they
blatantly comtradict the inspired Word
of God. They introduce pagan fable and
superstition.

The Apocrypha originated secretly
among the Essene Jews who had adopted
many of the customs of the pagans
around them.

Let us notice in the censored Catholic
Bible, published by the Douay Bible
House in New York, the preface by
Schuemacher. This daring preface—
which rejects both the testimony of his-
tory and the Bible—states: “The Greek-
speaking Jews in the Dispersion, especi-
ally in Egypt, recognized Books as sacred
which the Jews in Palestine in the course
of time suspected and, in post-Christian
times rejected as not being of divine
character. Protestants follow the tradi-
tion of the Palestinian Jews (the so-
called Jewish Canon) and discarded a
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number of Books which the Hellenistic
Jews in the Dispersion (in their so-
called Septuagint Canon) accept it as
sacred. Catholics follow the tradition of
the Hellenistic Jews . ..”

This claim of the preface of the Cath-
olic Bible is utterly without historical
foundation. Let’s understand the facts of
history!

The FACTS of History!

First, the Jews in the Dispersion, those
living in Gentile lands and not in Pales-
tine, had no authority to decide for
themselves which books belonged in the
Bible!

Second, the Jewish communities al-
ways looked to Jerusalem for any final
decision on the Canon (the books which
constitute the rule of standard by which
we ate to live—Canon means “rule.”)

Third, the Jews in the Dispersion ac-
cepted no other Canon than the books
which had been accepted by the Jews
in Palestine! The Jewish philosopher
Philo, who lived in Alexandria, Egypt,
“makes no quotations from the Apocry-
pha, and he gives not the slightest
ground for the supposition that the Jews
of Alexandria of his time were disposed
to accept any of the books of the Apocry-
pha in their Canon of 'Holy Scripture’”
(from H. E. Ryle, Philo in Holy Scrip-
ture, page xxxiii). Protestant and Catho-
lic theologians recognize this fact, but
often are not willing to admit it because
they want to justify their use of books
which have no divine authority! Again,
“If there were a controversy between the
Diaspora and Palestine concerning the
Canon, one would expect some hint of it
in Philo; and there is none,” declares E.
Earle Ellis, in his book Paxl's Use of
the Old Testamen:, page 34.

The Catholic assumption takes for
granted that the inspired New Testa-
ment apostles quoted only from a Greek
translation called the "Septuagint,” they
further assume that this translation con-
tained the Apocrypha. This Greek trans-
lation of the Old Testament began
around 275 B.C. at the suggestion of
Prolemy of Egypt, who wanted the Jew-
ish Scriptures translated into Greek for
his library at Alexandria. This translation
was begun by “72 scholars’—hence the
Greek word “Septuagint’—who came
from Palestine. Only the first five books
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of the Bible—the book of Moses—were
originally translated by these scholars.
“When and by whom the other books
were added is quite unknown,” says
Frederic G. Kenyon in The Text of the
Greek Bible. Some books are translated
almost word for word; others, like Job
and Daniel, quite freely . .. In the Greek
translation of Jeremiah some 2,700 words
are missing and the arrangement of the
material is somewhat different . . .”
(from the Text of the Old Testament by
Ernst Wiirthwein, page 37).

Josephus tells us that the Hebrew text
from which most of the books of the
Septuagint Version were translated “have
been transcribed more carelessly than
they ought to have been, because they
had not had hitherto royal care taken
about them” (from Amntiquities of the
Jews, Book X1, chapter ii).

Here again is proof that it was in
Palestine that the Old Testament was
propetly preserved and not in Egypt.
Now notice what Professor Kenyon fur-
ther says about the Septuagint Version
and its various corruptions: “Thus in Job
the Septuagint is shorter than the He-
brew text by about one-sixth, and there
are large variations in Joshua, I Samuel,
I Kings, Proverbs, Esther and Jeremiah,
and lesser ones in other books” (page
29 of Text of the Greek Bible).
Bible).

Septuagint Originally Without
Apocrypha

The Septuagint Version actually has
no authority. Some of it may have been
well translated, especially the law, but
much of it was utterly corrupt. But that
isn't alll The Septuagint Translation of
the whole Old Testament was already
complete before most of the Apocryphal
books—which the Roman Catholic
Churches later added—were even com-
posed! (See Edersheim in The Life and
Time of Jesus the Messiah, page 26.)
The Catholic Bishop Cyril, of Jerusalem,
born about 315 A.D., mentioned that as
late as his date iz was recognized that the
Septuagint did not have the Apocrypha
in it/ He wrote: “Read the divine Scrip-
tures—namely, the 22 books of the Old
Testament which the 72 interpreters
translated . . ."—the Septuagint Version.
Notice that there were no 22 plus seven
added books! There were only the 22
scrolls which were translated (the 39
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books of the Old Testament taday re-
member were then often unofficially
written on 22 scrolls).

Even if the Apostles had quoted from
the Septuagint Version, there would
therefore be no proof that the Apocry-
pha would be thus recognized! The
addition of Apocryphal books to borh
the Old and New Testaments did not
begin until about 80 A.D. at Rome.
Numerous spurious books were gradu-
ally introduced into the inspired Canon.
No two copies of the earliest Catholic
Bibles agree as to which apocryphal
books were to be added. It was not
until 397 AD, at the Council of Cat-
thage, that Augustine, the Canaanite
Bishop from Hippo in North Africa,
led the council of Carthage to generally
approve seven Apoctryphal books. Even
in 363 AD. at the Council of Laodicea
the Greek Church rejected the Apocry-
phal books as a whole. And the Roman
Catholic scholar Jerome, who translated
the Latin Vulgate Version, rejected the
Apoctypha and made his transiation
from the Hebrew Old Testament direct-
ly. Any Catholic scholar will admit this
fact. It was not until the Council of
Trent, which was under the immediate
control of the Pope, that the Apoctypha
were declared equal with the other
books of the Bible. At the Council of
Trent on April 8, 1546, those who re-
jected the Apocrypha were declared to
be “anathema of Christ!” Here was the
authority of apostate men determining
what others must believe. This was not
the authority of God!

Septuagint Not Standard
Greek Old Testament

There is ample proof that in New Tes-
tament quotations the Apostles did not
use the Septuagint to quote from as the
standard Greek translation of the Old
Testament. TWO OUT OF EVERY
THREE QUOTATIONS FROM THE
OLD TESTAMENT FOUND IN THE
NEW DO NOT AGREE VERBALLY
WITH THE READING OF THE
SEPTUAGINT translation of the Old
Testament. "Paul was acquainted with
other Greek texts,” states Ellis on page
15 of his book, Pawl’s Use of the Old
Tessament. On page 19 he further ad-
mits, “Paul made wse of variant trans-

(Please continue on page 30)
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The COMPLETE Bible

(Continued from page 20)

lations or renderings known to his read-
ers” In the days of the apostles there
were several different translations into
Greek of the Old Testament. Though the
first five books of the Septuagint were
originally approved by the Jews to be
read in Greek, the remaining books of
the Septuagint Version became so cor-
rupt that the Jews finally forbade their
people to use any of the Septuagint. Nu-
merous quotations from Daniel make it
plain that both Christ and the apostles
were using an official translation dif-
ferent from the Septuagint in the first
century A.D. No wonder Kenyon wrote
on page 32 of his book, The Tex: of
the Greek Bible, that the apostles were
“using some eatlier translation of which
we have otherwise no knowledge; for
several [non-Septuagint} readings occur
in the New Testament, notably in the
quotations from Daniel, in the Apoca-
lypse, and Hebrews. There must there-
fore have been . . . some other version
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than the LXX [Septuagint Version}
extant in the first century. ...”

The evidence is overwhelming—the
apostles did not use the Septuagint trans-
lation as the standard Greek translation
of the Old Testament. Nor did they
ever approve the Apocrypha!

It was only as a result of the rise of
the Roman Catholic Church that gradu-
ally, from the third century onward, to
the Septuagint translation were added
different Apocryphal writings. Another
proof is that no two copies of the Sep-
tuagint version have the same Apocry-
phal books in them. This is ABSOLUTE
PROOF that the Alexandrian Jews had no
settled or established canon—Ilist of the
inspired books—which included the
Apocrypha. The addition of the Apocry-
pha to the Septuagint translation of the
Old Testament was a matter of human
tradition. So many different Apocryphal
books were circulating in the Catholic
world that it took a church council in
397 AD. to decide which books the
Roman Catholic Chutch would finally
approve!

So the Apocrypha is not a part of the
inspited Old Testament. It is not part of
the Bible! The Bible is COMPLETE WITH-
ouT IT!

Other Missing Books?

Some sects today contend that there
are “missing books of the Bible” from
which Jesus and the apostles quoted. But
notice! In Acts 17:28 Paul incidentally
quotes the beathen poets. And in Titus
1:12-13 he again quotes non-Christian
Cretan religious leaders. This certainly
does not mean that the apostles are giv-
ing sanction to these heathen poets!
Today we often quote from accurate his-
torical sources—just as have been done
in this article—but that does not mean
we recognize the volumes from which
these quotations have been taken as in-
spired of God!

In similar manner sometimes Jesus
and the Apostles quote from historical
source material which has been pre-
served by the Jews from the days of Ezra
and Nehemiah. But that does not mean
that the volumes from which those quo-
tations were taken were required to be
preserved by the Jews for all generations.
Just those particular gquotarions which
Jesus and the apostles thought necessary

The PLAIN TRUTH

have been preserved in the New Testa-
ment today.

God inspired the prophets of ancient
times to bear His message not only for
their generation but for all generations.
Much of the material that they wrote
for their generation was not intended
to be preserved. God led them to choose
those particular things which were need-
ful for all generations. And what they
themselves had not already preserved for
us in the three divisions of the Old
Testament—the law, the prophets, and
the psalms—Jesus Himself and the apos-
tles have retained for us as quotations
in the New Testament. But notice that
none of these New Testament quotations
come from the Apocrypha.

These spurious books, which have no
authority in the official Jewish commu-
nity, were primarily the work of the
Jewish sect called the Essenes. (See the
proof in The International Standard
Bible Encyclopedia, article “Apocry-
pha.”) The Essenes were an ascetic
Jewish group commonly influenced by
pagan mysteries. To justify their pagan
practices they secretly composed spurious
books in the name of Enoch and Jasher
in an attemprt to justify their teachings
adopted from the pagans. It is no wonder
that most of their books have been pre-
served by that "Great Mystery” desctibed
in Revelation 17, which for nearly 1900
years has ruled the religion in the
western world!
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New Testament Also COMPLETE

When the Jews in New Testament
times refused the message of Jesus Christ
and His Apostles, Jesus raised up the
Apostle Paul to go to the Greek world
to have His New Testament message
preserved in Greek for us today. (This
was explained in the June issue of The
PLAIN TRUTH. If you had not subscribed
for the PLAIN TRUTH, in June of this
year, write for a copy of this back ar-
ticle.)

Most people are not awate that if
the New Testament is placed side by side
with the Old, the Bible s COMPLETE IN
SEVEN DIVISIONS: law, prophets, psalms;
gospels, acts, epistles, revelation. Here is
an amazing SEVEN-FOLD DIVISION of the
books of the Bible. Seven is God's num-
ber for completion. With these seven
divisions of the Bible, God’s Book is
complete.

Protestants today assume that the au-
thority which determined how many
books belong in the New Testament
rests with the Roman Catholic Church.
This is untrue. The authority for the
preservation of the books of the New
Testament rests with the Greek people
and its official copyists who have been
centered at Mount Athos in Greece. The
Greeks were given the New Testament
to preserve but God led the Apostles to
make the decision as to which books the
Greek world would be heir to.

Notice that Paul sanctions the gospels
as inspired in I Tim. 5:18. Paul guotes
as Scripture the words, “The laborer is
worthy of his reward.” This quotation is
found nowhere in the Old Testament.
It is found in Luke’s gospel, chapter 10,
verse 7.

In II Peter 3:15-16 the epistles of
Paul are compared with the Old Testa-
ment and are designated “Scriptutes.”

A comparison of the book of Genesis
with the book of Revelation would prove
conclusively that the book of Revelation
was intended to be the last book of the
Bible. And as a final warning not to add
any other book, God inspired John to
write (Rev. 22:18-19) “For I testify
unto every man that hears the words of
the prophecy of this book, If any man
shall add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that are writ-
ten in this book: and if any man shall
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take away from the words of the honk
of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part out of the book of life, and out
of the Holy City, and of the things
which are written in this book.”

New Testament Prophesied in Old

The Old Testament itself prophesied
of the disciples that they would be the
ones who would close the Canon—that
is, complete the number of books of the
Bible. Notice Isaiah 8:14. Christ was
sent “for a stone of stumbling and for a
rock of offence to both the houses of
Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem.” That is exactly
what happened. The Jews rejected Him
and rejected His message. As a result
(verse 15), “many among them shall
stumble, and fall, and be broken, and
be snared, and be taken.” Though that
would happen to the Jews, who rejected
God’s message, yet Jesus’ Word was to
be preserved by the Greeks. Read verse
16: "Bind up the testimony, seal the
law AMONG My DISCIPLES.” “To bind
up” comes from the Hebrew word mean-
ing “to complete.” The apostles were
used “to complete” the testimony of
Jesus Christ. The New Testament
Church has “the testimony of Jesus
Christ” (Rev. 12:17). It was also
through the disciples of Jesus Christ
that God’s seal of approval was placed
on those laws which are eternally bind-
ing on Christians.

Yes, we can know! The Bible s coM-
PLETE! Not one book of the Bible has
been lost. Not one is missing. The books
of the Bible as you find them in your
King James Version constitute the com-
plete Bible!

The PLAIN TRUTH

October, 1959



