
Where Did St. Valentine‘s 
Day Come From? 

ODAY, candymakers unload tons of 
heart-shaped red boxes for Feb- 
ruary 14, while millions of the 

younger set are annually exchanging 
valentines. Florists consider February 14 
-St. Valentine’s Day-as one of their 
best business days. And young lovers 
pair off-at least for a dance or two 
-at St. Valentine’s balls. 

Why? Where did these customs orig- 
inate? Where do we find any such prac- 
tices in the Bible? How did we come to 
inherit these customs? 

It is time we examined why we en- 
courage our children to celebrate St. 
Valentine’s Day when it is never so 
much as mentioned in the Bible as a 
practice of the New Testament Church. 

A Christian Custom? 

T 

Did you know that centuries before 
Christ, the pagan Romans celebrated 
February 15 and the evening of Febru- 
ary 14 as an idolatrous festival in honor 
of Lupercus, the “hunter of wolves”? 
The Romans called the festival the 
“Lupercalia.” The custom of exchang- 
ing valentines and all the other tradi- 
tions in honor of Lupercus-the deified 
hero-hunter of Rome-“have been 
handed down from the Roman festival 
of the Lupercalia, celebrated in the 
month of February, when names of 
young women were put into a box and 
drawn out by men as chance directed,” 
admits the Encyclopedia Americana, 
art., “Sc. Valentine’s Day.” 

When Constantine made Christianity 
the official religion of the Roman Em- 
pire there was some talk in church 
circles of discarding this pagan free- 
for-all. But the Roman citizens wouldn’t 
hear of it! So it was agreed that the 
holiday would continue as it was, ex- 
cept for the more grossly sensual ob- 
servances. 

But how did this pagan festival ac- 
quire the name of “St. Valentine’s Day”? 
And why is the little, naked Cupid of 
the pagan Romans so often associated 
today with February 14? And why do 
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little children and young people still 
cut out hearts and send them on a day 
in honor of Lupercus the hunter of 
wolves? Why have we supposed these 
pagan customs in honor of a false god 
are Christian? 

W h o  Was the Original 
“St. Valentine” ? 

Valentine was a common Roman 
name. Roman parents often gave the 
name to their children in honor of the 
fzmous man who was first called Val- 
entine in antiquity. That famous man 
was Lupercus, the hunter. But who 
was Lupercus?-and why should he 
have also borne the name Valentine 
among the heathen Romans? 

The Greeks called Lupercus by the 
name of “Pan”-the Semites called 
Pan “Baal,” according to the Classical 
Dictionuries. Baal-mentioned so often 
in the Bible-was merely another name 
for Nimrod, “the mighty banter” (Gen- 
esis 10:9). So the hunter Nimrod was 
the Lupercus-or wolf hunter-of the 
Romans. And St. Valentine’s Day was 
a day set aside by the pagans in his 
honor! 

But why should Nimrod have been 
called “Valentine” by the Romans? 

Valentine comes from the Latin word 
Valentinzls, a proper name derived from 
the word d e n s ,  meaning “to be strong,” 
declares Webster’r Unabridged Diction- 
ary. It means literally “strong, powerful, 
mighty.” Could this refer to Nimrod, 
the grandson of Ham? Indeed! W e  
read in the Bible that Nimrod was the 
“MZGIZTY hunter” ( Gen. 10:9). It 
was a common proverb of ancient time 
that Nimrod was “the MZGHTY hunter 
bcforc thc Lord.” Nimrod waJ their hero 
-their strong man-their VALEN- 
TINE! 

One translation of Genesis 10: 11 im- 
plies the same fact: “Out of that land 
he [Nimrod} went forth being strong 
and built Nineveh . . .” The Hebrew 
word “Asshur,” usually found in this 
verse, means “to be strong,” to b e - a s  

the Romans would say-a Valentinus, 
a Valentine! 

How plain that the original Valentine 
was Nimrod, the mighty hunter of 
wolves. Yet another of Nimrod’s names 
was “Santa,” meaning “Saint”-which 
we mentioned in the December Plain 
Trath. No wonder that the Roman 
Lupercalia is called “St. Valentine’s 
Day”! 

But why do we associate HEARTS on 
a day in honor of Nimrod-the Baal of 
the Phoenicians and Semites? 

The surprising answer is that the 
pagan Romans acquired the symbol of 
the heart from the Babylonians. In the 
Babylonian tongue the word for heart 
was “bal” (see Yowg’s or Strong’J Con- 
cordance). The heart-bal-was mere- 
ly a symbol of Nimrod-the Baal or 
Be1 of the Babylonians! 

Executed at  Rome 

Nimrod-the original St. Valentine 
-fled t o  Rome, according to ancient 
tradition, and was killed there for his 
crimes. Later the half-pagan Church in 
Constantine’s day made Nimrod-the 
St. Valentine of the heathen- Saint 
of the Church and continued to honor 
him by calling him falsely a Christian 
martyr. 

But why should the Romans have 
chosen February 15 and the evening of 
February 14 to honor Lupercus-the 
Nimrod of the Bible? (Remember that 
days in ancient times began at sunset 
the evening before.) 

Nimrod-the Baal or sungod of the 
ancient pagans-was said to have been 
born at the winter solstice. In ancient 
times the solstice occurred on January 
6 and his birthday therefore was cele- 
brated on January 6. Later, as the sol- 
stice changed, it was celebrated on De- 
cember 25 and is now called Christmas. 
It was the custom of antiquity for the 
mother of a male child to present her- 
self for purification on the fortieth day 
after the day of birth. The fortieth day 
after January 6-Nimrod’s original 
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birthdate-takes us to February 15, the 
celebration of which began on the eve- 
ning of February 14-the Lupercalia or 
St. Valentine’s Day. 

On this day in February Semiramis, 
the mother of Nimrod, was said to have 
been purified and to have appeared for 
the first time in public with her son 
as the original “mother and child.” 

The Roman month February, in fact, 
derives its name from the februa which 
the Roman priests used in the rites cele- 
brated on St. Valentine’s Day. The 
februa were thongs from the skins of 
sacrificial animals used in rites of puri- 
fication on the evening of February 14. 

Cupid Makes His Appearance 

Another name for the child Nimrod 
was “Cupid”-meaning “desire” (En- 
cyclopedia Britannica, art., “Cupid”). It 
is said that when Nimrod’s mother saw 
him, she lusted after him-she desired 
him. Nimrod became her Cupid-her 
desired one-and later her Valentine! So 
evil was Nimrod’s mother that it is 
said she married her own son! Our trip 
to Egypt in 1957 confirmed this. W e  
found inscribed on the monuments of 
antiquity that Nimrod (the Egyptians 
called him Osiris) was said to have 
been “the husband of his mother.” 

As Nimrod grew up, he became the 
child-hero of many women who desired 
him. He was their Cupid! In the Book 
of Daniel he is called the “desire of 
women” ( Dan. 11 : 37 ) . He provoked 
so many women to jealousy that an idol 
of him was often called the “image of 
jealousy” ( Ezekiel 8: 5 ) . Nimrod, the 
hunter, was also their Valentine-their 
strong or mighty hero! No wonder the 
pagans commemorated their hero-hunter 
Nimrod, or Baal, by sending heart- 
shaped love tokens to one another on 
the evening of February 14 as a sym- 
bol of him. 

It is about time we examined these 
foolish customs of the pagans now 
falsely labeled Christian. It is time we 
quit this Roman and Babylonian fool- 
ishness-this idolatry-and get back to 
the faith of Christ delivered once for 
all time. Let’s quit teaching our chil- 
dren these pagan customs in memory 
of Baal the sungod-the original St. 
Valentine-and teach them instead what 
the Bible really says! 
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THE BIBLE ANSWERS 

FROM OUR READERS 

Here are the Bible answers to questions which can be 
answered briefly in a short space. Send in your questions. 

When was the Bible divided into 
chapters and verses? 

The system of dividing the Bible into 
chapters and verses is man-made and 
of comparatively recent origin. The 
Bible, as inspired by God, had no such 
divisions. 

Chapters and verses are helpful in 
finding passages in the Bible, but the 
division into chapters and verses has 
often obscured the meaning of Scrip- 
ture by breaking sentences in the middle 
or by separating thoughts that should 
be joined together. Too many people 
merely lift a verse out of its setting and 
read a false meaning into it because they 
don’t read the context in surrounding 
verses. 

Perhaps the first attempted division 
of the Bible was undertaken by the 
early Jews. During the time following 
the Babylonian captivity, they marked 
off the scrolls into divisions and sub- 
divisions. This system was quite differ- 
ent from the one that is in use today, 
however. 

The first modern system of dividing 
the Bible into sections was devised by 
Cardinal Hugo in the mid-thirteenth 
century. Hugo, who was compiling a 
concordance to the Latin Vulgate Ver- 
sion of the Bible, found i t  necessary 
to divide the Bible into sections. These 
sections basically became the chapters 
that we are acquainted with today. As 
yet there were no divisions into verses. 

Later, in 1445, Mordecai Nathan, a 
Jew, divided the Hebrew Old Testa- 
ment into chapters. He and a later 
scholar by the name of Athias are ac- 
credited with the further breakdown of 
the Old Testament chapters into verses. 

In 1551 the New Testament was 
similarly subdivided into verses. This 
work was accomplished by the famous 

English printer, Robert Stephens, while 
riding on horseback from Switzerland to 
France. Ever since that time, the Bible 
has retained the present chapter and 
verse system. 

Being man-devised, such a system is  
not perfect. In some places, Stephens’ 
divisions are inaccurate and tend to 
break the sense of the subject. Because 
of such imperfections, a ncw system of 
supplementing the chapter-verse divi- 
sion with paragraph arrangements has 
been adopted in many of thc ncwcr rc- 
visions of the Bible. This often helps 
the reader to better comprehend the 
subjccr matrcr. 

It must always be remembered that 
these division systems were not inspired 
by God. They have been devised by 
men to provide an aid for studying 
the Bible. 

Who wrote the Apostles’ Creed and 
where can I find it in the Bible? 

The Apostles’ Creed was not written 
by the Apostles and is not part of the 
Bible. It is a mixture of truth and error 
and is absolutely uninspired. It is one 
of many religious frauds and was com- 
posed in its final form in the fifth cen- 
tury after Christ. “The Apostles’ Creed 
is not their [the apostles’) own making 
. . .“ admits Smith‘s Bible Dictionary. 

“The creed, as it stands in its present 
form, could not be composed in any 
manner as it is pretended by the Apos- 
tles. The silence of the Acts of the Apos- 
tles about any such composition is [an] 
evidence against it” is the testimony of 
Bishop Joseph Bingham in his book 
Antiquities of the Christian Chtlrch. 

Bingham also tells us that it was orig- 
inally called the “Roman Creed’ as evi- 
denced by the phrase, “I believe in the 
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