
H 

H A L L O W E E N  
Where Did If Come From? 

by Herman L. Hoeh 

Part XI 

ALLOWEEN-the strangest holi- 

. Every autumn, on the eve of 
November I ,  children dressed as gob- 
lins, or as witches with broomsticks, 
knock on doors, announce “trick or 
treat,” soap windows of schools and 
stores, tear down mailboxes, and give 
the police a great many headaches with 
their juvenile vandalism. It is a time 
whcn young people “let off steam.” 

To perpetuate this spirit of Hallow- 
een with its frolicking fun, stores are 
filled with black and orange masks, with 
pumpkins and other gaudy decorations 
to attract the eye. Even some older peo- 

day of the entire year! 

ple enjoy their games and frivolity. 
In this “enlightened” age, with igno- 

rance and superstition supposedly ban- 
ished, we find the nation still celebrating 
one of its most ridiculous holidays, with 
its goblins, the fear of black cats, and 
children masked as demons and witches. 
In schools, the children march in weird 
processions during the day, in anticipa- 
tion of a hectic night of fun and foolish- 
ness. 

Is this the way in which children 
should be brought up? WHY is this holi- 
day celebrated anyway? Where did the 
custom of “‘trick or treat” originate? 

It is time that people who think 
themselves intelligent begin to look 
into the origin of this spirit of frivolity 
and understand how it entered a sup- 
posedly Christian society. Certainly such 
a custom never came from the Bible! 

Real Origin of Halloween 
Do you know that Halloween was in- 

troduced into the professing Christian 
world centuries after the death of the 
apostles, yet it was celebrated by the 
pagans centwier  hefore the New Testa- 
ment Church was founded! 

How did Halloween come to Amer- 
ica? Here is the intriguing answer from 
history: “The American celebration rests 
upon Scottish and Irish folk customs 
WHICH CAN BE TRACED IN DIRECT 
LINE FROM PRE-CHRISTIAN TIMES” - 
from paganism! “Although Halloween 
has become a night of rollicking fun, 
superstitious spells, and eerie games 
which people take only half seriously, 
its beginnings were quite otherwise. 
The earliest Halloween celebrations 
were held”-not by the inspired early 

church, but--“by the Druids in honor 
of Samhain, Lord of the Dead, whose 
festival fell on Novrember 1.” (From 
Halloween Through  T w e n t y  Centuries, 
by Ralph Linton, p. 4.) 

Far from being Christian, this festival 
is an old pagan holiday, masquerading 
as though it were one of the customs of 
the church. And yet professing Christians 
allow their children to get into the spirir 
of this pagan custom! 

The Encyclopedia Americana states 
about Halloween that it “is clearly a relic 
of pagan times.” 

Now notice what the authoritative 
EncyclopEdza Britannica says about Hal- 
loween: “It long antedates Chribtiauity. 
The two chief characteristics of ancient 
Halloween were the lighting of bon- 
fires and the belief that this is the one 
night in the year during which ghosts 
and witches are most likely to wander 
about. History shows that the main cele- 
brations of Halloween were purely nnl- 
idica1”-from the pagan Druids of 
Northwest Europe--“and this is further 
proved by the fact that in parts of Ire- 
land October 31 is still known as Oid- 
hch Shamhna, ‘Vigil of Saman.’” Saman 
or Samhain was the pagan lord of the 
dead among the Druids. 

So Halloween was celebrated among 
the pagans long before Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem. This pagan holiday, how- 
ever, was not celebrated alone among 
the Druids. It was also a R o m a n  festi- 
val! The Britannica continues: “On the 
Druidic ceremonies were grafted some 
of the characteristics of thc Roman 
festival in honmr of Pomona held 
about November 1, in which nuts and 
apples, representing the winter store of 
fruits, played an important part.” 

Notice the widespread pagan custom 
to celebrate this season of the year. 
W H Y  Halloween Was  Celebrated 

Now comes the shocking truth from 
history as to why this holiday was cele- 
brated! Here arc the plain facts as writ- 
ten in T h e  Book of Halloween, on page 
10, by Ruth Kelley: The pagan Druid 
priests “taught the immortali ty of t h e  
soul, that it passed from one body to 
another at death . . . They believed 
that on the last night of the old year 
(October 31) the lord of death gath- 
ered together the souls of all those who 
had died in the passing year and had 
been condemned to live in the bodies 

of animals, to decree what forms they 
should inhabit for the next twelve 
months. H e  could be coaxed to give 
lighter sentence b y  gif ts  and prayers.” 

“On the New Year, their sins being 
expiated, they were released to go t o  
the Draui! Heaven.” (From Halloween 
Through  T w e n t y  Centuries. p. 5 . )  

Halloween was celebrated to preserve 
in the minds of the people the false 
doctrine of the immortali ty of the soul 
-that the dead are not really dead. Al- 
most all heathen nations had days in 
honor of the dead-days originally in- 
stituted to commemorate the death of 
Nimrod (Genesis 10:8-10) whom Se- 
miramis, his wife, said was still alive. 

Now let us understand the meaning 
of the word “Halloween.” “It is the eve 
of Allhallows or Hallowmas or All 
Saints’ Day-and as such it is one of 
the most solemn festivals of the (Catho- 
lic) church.” (From page 3 of Linton’s 
Halloween Through  T w e n t y  Centuries.) 

Halloween is the evening of Allhal- 
lows or All Saints’ Day, which falls on 
November 1. Since in ancient times, 
the days were customarily reckoned as 
beginning at sunset, Halloween was 
merely the evening celebration in an- 
ticipation of the great day of Novem- 
ber I, dedicated to the lord of the dead! 

W h o  Was  the “Lord of the Dead”? 
You will remember that shortly be- 

fore his crucifixion, Jesus was questioned 
by the Sadducees about the resurrection. 
In order to prove that there would be 
a resurrection from the dead, Jesus told 
them: “But as touching the resurrection 
of the dead, have ye not read that which 
was spoken to you by God, saying, I am 
the God of Abraham, and rhe God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God i s  
NOT t h e  God  of t he  dead, but of t h e  liv- 
ing” (Matt. 22:31-32). 

Notice the meaning of Jesus’ answer. 
Since the patriarches are DEAD, and since 
God is ONLY the God of the living- 
because the DEAD serve not the Lord 
(Psalms 6:5;  115:17)-then there must 
be a resurrection of the DEAD in order 
that they might live again and that God 
might be their God. 

To make the resurrection possible, 
“Christ both died, and rose, and re- 
vived, that he might be the Lord both 
of the dead and living” (Rom. 14:9) .  
Observe that Jesus becume the lord or 
master of the dead because through his 
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resurrection he gained the keys of the 
grave and death (Rev. 1:18) and will 
resurrect the dead so they may live to 
serve him. But from whom did Jesus 
gain these keys? Who had prior mastery 
over the dead? 

Paul, in the book of Hebrews, speaks 
of “him that had the power of death, 
that is the DEVIL” (Heb. 2 :  14) .  So the 
devil, Satan, was lord or master of the 
dead! 

Among the heathen Druids, Samhain 
or Saman, the lord of the dead, was 
Satan! To this day people still celebrate 
with frolicking fun a wild night in honor 
of the devil! Paul says that the heathen 
who thought they were worshipping the 
true God were actually serving demons 
(Gal. 4:  8 ) .  Youngsters today who tear 
up the countryside on Halloween are 
not serving God. 

But if Halloween is merely the eue- 
ning in honor of the devil, how did the 
day-called Allhallows or All Saints’ 
Day-come to be celebrated in the pro- 
fessing Christian Church? 

The Origin of All Saints’ Day 

The first of November, celebrated 
among the pagans in honor of Samhain 
-Satan-is today celebrated in hun- 
dreds of churches “to honor all the 
saints, known and unknown, and accord- 
ing to (pope) Urban IV, to supply any 
deficiencies in the faithful’s celebration 
of saints’ feasts during the year” (Cath- 
olic Encyclopaedia). 

How did the veneration of saints, 
supposedly alive in heaven, come to be 
celebrated on a day in honor of the 
devil? 

Prior to 300 A.D. separate days were 
set aside by gentile Catholics in honor 
of particular individuals who suffered 
martyrdom-in much the same manner 
as Americans commemorate such presi- 
dents as Washington and Lincoln. Dur- 
ing the reign of the Roman emperor 
Diocletian, so many were put to death 
that joint commemorations were held 
on particular days in local communities. 
Then, according to the Catholic Ency- 
clopaedia, “In the fourth century, neigh- 
boring dioceses began to interchange 
feasts, to transfer relics, to divide them, 
and to join in a common feast; as is 
shown by the invitation of St. Basil 
of Caesarea (397)  to the bishops of the 
province of Pontus . . . T h e  Church, 
feeling that every martyr should be ven- 
erated, appointed a common day for  all.” 

Notice, what once was a memorial 
for each martyr on different days be- 
came a general day in honor of the dead 
who were believed to be alive in heaven. 
“Gregory I11 ( 7 3 1-74 1 ) consecrated a 
chapel in the basilica of St. Peter to all 
the saints and fixed the anniversary on 
November 1 . . . Gregory IV (827- 
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844) extended the celebration on 1 No- 
vember t o  the entire Chzlrch. The vigil” 
-Halloween--“seems to have been held 
as early as the feast itself.” 

Notice that the celebration of Hal- 
loween, the eve of the day, is as old as 
the celebration of All Saints’ Day in the 
Catholic Church On page 6 of his book, 
Ralph Linton says of this holiday. “All 
Saints’ Day was introduced into the 
church calendar because the year was 
not long enough to make it possible to 
dedicate a special day for each spirit of 
the Catholic Church . . . That the day 
chosen was one already associated in the 
popular mind wzth a thronging of spir- 
its of the dead was quite in line with 
church policy of incorporating harmless 
pagan folk zdeas.” 

It was not the Bible, but the policy 
of the Catholic Church to choose pagan 
customs and call them by Christian 
names. Thus the pagan day in honor of 
the spirits of the dead became a day in 
honor of those who were slain for 
Catholic dogma. The day was preserved 
to teach the people the false doctrine 
of the immortality of the soul-that the 
dead are not really dead! 

But this is not the end of the amazing 
story. Whereas rhe pagans regarded 
November 1 as a day in honor of the 
dead in general, the Catholic Church at 
first honored only the martyrs as patron 
saints by the special days, a practice 
stemming from the Roman custom of 
honoring a patron god in each com- 
munity. With the rapid influx of pagans 
into the fold of the church, what was 
the Church going to do with the heathen 
custom of prayers and gifts to appease 
the lord of the dead so that the “souls” 
of the unrighteous would not have to 
suffer punishment but could go to a 
heaven? 

Prayers for the Dead Introduced 

In order to gain more heathen con- 
verts, who were accustomed at Hallo- 
ween season to give gifts and pray SO 
the dead might become worthy of heav- 
en, the Catholic Church introduced All 
Souls’ Day, celebrated generally on No- 
vember 2. 

Here is how it happened. As the 
Catholic Church spread toward the 
North of Europe, it naturally found that 
“in Germany there existed . . . a time- 
honoured ceremony of praying to  the 
dead on 1 October. This was accepted 
and sanctified by the Church,” states the 
Catholic Encyclopaedia. 

This ceremony nf praying tn nr  fnr the 
dead-a satanic deception to blind 
mankind from the true plan of God- 
was introduced into the church “by 
Odilo, Abbot of Cluny, France, who 
died in 1048 . . . The custom spread 
from there to the other congregations. 

By the end of the thirteenth century, 
the celebration of All Souls’ Day was 
practically universal,” wrote Linton in 
his book on page 13. 

Far from being Christian, the Hal- 
loween season is filled with heathen 
practices. The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
article “All Souls’ Day,” states: “Certain 
popular beliefs connected with All Souls’ 
Day are of pagan origin atzd immemori- 
al antiquity. In many Catholic countries 
the dead are believed by the peasantry 
to revisit their homes on All Souls’ 
night and partake of the food of the 
living.” 

For years it has been the custom of 
Belgian children to “build shrines in 
front of their homes with figures of the 
Madonna and candles, and beg for 
money to buy cakes. As many cakes as 
one eats, so many (people) should be 
free from Purgatory” ( B o o k  of Hdlow- 
een, pp. 144-145 ) . 

Observe not only that the festival is 
of pagan origin, but also that the pur- 
pose of it is to perpetuate one of Satan’s 
many false doctrines-that human be- 
ings already possess immortal life. 

Here is the Catholics’ own explana- 
tion of the feast which they derived 
from the ancient Halloween celebra- 
tions: “The theological basis for the 
feast is the doctrine that the souls 
which, on departing from the body, are 
not perfectly cleansed from venial sins, 
or have not fully atoned for past trans- 
gressions, are debarred from the Bea- 
tific Vision”-being in the immediate 
presence of God in heaven-“and that 
the faithful on earth can help them by 
prayers, almsdeeds and especially by the 
sacrifice of the Mass.” 

Prayer for the dead is acknowledged 
by many Protestant churches when they 
recite from the Creed: “I believe in the 
communion of saints”-which means 
that men can communicate with saints 
on behalf of souls in Purgatory! 

Although most Protestants have not 
continued to observe the two Catholic 
feasts of the Halloween season, which 
originated from paganism, they con- 
tinue to observe the most foolish part 
of the pagan ceremonies-Halloween! 
Protestants have continued the celebra- 
tion of Halloween partly “since it was 
on this day, in 1517, that Martin Luther 
posted his epoch-making ninety-five the- 
ses on the door of the castle church at 
Wittenberg” which started the Protestant 
Reformation. “He chose Halloween 
night because he knew that the towns- 
folk . . . would be coming to the church 
that night” (Halloween, pp. 9, 10.) 

Origin of “Trick or Treat” 
Do you know where the common 

Halloween prank of children knocking 
(Please continue on page 12)  
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will take considerable time, and my 
time is so occupied with the responsi- 
bilities of God’s regular work there 
seems little left for such special tasks. 

But this book, when it appears, will 
cover the subject FULLY-not only 
from the biblical side of God’s purpose 
and laws concerning it, but also com- 
plete detailed technical and biological 
physical knowledge which is necessary 
as well. It will explain plainly WHY so 
many wives have failed to find the joys 
in marriage God intended-WHY so 
many marriages are unhappy-and point 
the way to happiness and overwhelming 
joy in thousands of homes where there 
is misunderstanding and frustration and 
bitterness and quarrelling now. 

Go to Heaven? 
(Continued / r u m  page 6 ) 

God will purify the earth and make it 
new. Isaiah 66:22 says that the new 
earth will remkn. The new e m d i  which 
the saints will inherit shall not pass 
away. 

In Rev. 2, John describes the Holy 
City, the New Jerusalem coming down 
from God out of heaven. This is the 
final dwelling place of the saints. Here 
we shall find the “place,” or as it should 
be, position, ’ which Christ is preparing 
for us (John 14:1-3) .  Notice that the 
Holy City comes down out of heaven. 
It will be on this earth. 

Those who are willing to learn and 
obey God’s truth will live and work 
joyfully in this city. Nothing which de- 
files-no anrighteous person-will en- 
ter that city (Rev. 21:27). It will be 
inhabited only by those who have the 
courage to forsake the vain teachings 
perpetuated by Satan “which deceiveth 
the whole world.” 

The Devil’s way-as always-is to 
delude people into trying to seek n 
kind of happiness where they just please 
themselves and have nothing to do. 
Satan is the one who deludes people into 
the vain hope of ascending to an im- 
aginative heaven where they can bask 
in idleness . and ease-accomplishing 
nothing, serving nobody but themselves. 
God’s way is the way of giving and 
serving-it is the way of finding true 
happiness in DOING good. 

God is Creator. IIis character is one 
of creating and working (John 5 :  17).  
When we are born as God’s sons, we 
will stay busy and eternally happy doing 
the work of God, and having the wis- 
dom and ability to perform as we should. 

May God grant you the wisdom and 
courage to accefit and practice His truth 
that you may inherit the kingdom of 
God and rejoice in all the blessings of 
Abraham’s promise-the new earth. 
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I T H E  BIBLE ANSWERS 

I FROM OUR READERS I 
Please Explain I John 5:7, 

Regarding the Trinity 
This verse reads: “For there are three 

that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Spirit: and 
these three are one.” 

This verse, which we find in the King 
James version of the Bible, but which 
does not appear in most other transla- 
tions, is often used to support the doc- 
trine of the trinity in the Godhead. 

The major question is not the mean- 
ing of the verse but whether the verse 
should be in the Bible at all. 

Let’s consider some of the well-known 
Bible scholars on this text. According 
to the Critical and Experimental Com- 
mentary this verse is not found in any 
of the old manuscripts of the Bible and 
was not found in the manuscripts of the 
Vulgate until the eighth century. Again, 
in Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the 
Rihle, we find this statement: “It is like- 
ly this verse is not genuine. It is want- 
ing in every manuscript of this epistle 
written before the invention of printing, 
uiie excepted, the Codex Montfortii, in 
Trinity Coliege, Dublin: the others 
which omit this verse amount to one 
handred and twelve.” Adam Clarke also 
stated that in the most ancient and cor- 

rect manuscripts of the Vulgate the 
verse is not found. 

The words inspired in I John 5:6-8 
and now found in all the ancient Greek 
manuscripts are, “And it is the Spirit 
that beareth witness, because the Spirit 
is truth. And there are three that bear 
witness in earth, the Spirit, and the wa- 
ter, and the blood: and these three agree 
in one.” 

According to scholars, even those who 
believe in the doctrine of the Trinity, 
this verse doesn’t belong in the Bible. 
It was added by trinitarians because 
they found no other text in all the 
Bible that would substantiate their doc- 
trine of “three in one.” 

No, God is not a Trinity, but a family 
(Eph. 3: 15 ) composed of the Father 
and Jesus Christ, the first born among 
many brethren (Rom. 8 : 2 9 ) .  W e  can 
become the sons of God-the very 
members of the God family, if we re- 
ceive of the divine nature through the 
Holy Spirit and are born again at the 
resurrection. Then the saying that God 
shall be all and in all will be fulfilled. 
We all, if converted now and finally 
born into His kingdom, will become 
God. W e  will then be composed of 
Spirit and, since God is Spirit, God will 
be dwelling in us. 

HALLOWEEN 
(Continaed f r o m  page 8 )  

on doors and shouting “trick or treat” 
originated? 

Linton says: “. . . certainly it comes 
from pagan times.” In Ireland up to the 
turn of the century, it was custoiiiary 
to have a procession “led by a man in a 
white robe wearing a horse-head mask. 
(The horse was sacred to the Sun God,” 
says Linton, “which indicates that this 
custom was a survival of a Druid rite.”) 
The procession levied a contribution 
from the farmers in the perverted name 
of what probably was an old Druid god. 
Unless the procession was “treated” lib- 
erally with gifts, the farmers were 
“tricked” with the threat of a curse that 
would ruin next year’s crops! 

This traditional custom of having 
processions at Halloween is further de- 
rived from another unusual practice. 
Wealthy churches during the Middle 
Ages, copying the ancient Greek and 

Roman religious processions, paraded 
the relics of patron saints. The poorer 
parishes could nor afford to buy relics, 
so they used caricatures of their patron 
saints. “Those who were not playing the 
parts of the holy ones also wanted to 
get into the procession, and so they 
dressed up as angels or devils. The All- 
hallows procession around the church- 
yard eventually became a gay and mote- 
ly parade.” (From page 103 of Hal- 
loween Tbrougb Twenty Centllries. ) 

The present day “trick or treat” is but 
a continuation of these degenerate and 
absurd customs which came out of 
paganism and have been labeled with 
Christian names. 

Is it any wonder that children take 
part in tying cans to cats’ tails, soaping 
windows, soaking front porch furniture 
with water hoses, or wantonly damaging 
private property, especially mail boxes 
-which is a government offense-on a 
day originally dedicated to Satan, the 
Destroyer? 


