
Does It Matter 
Here is 

Which Days W e  Observe? 
- 

an eye-opening answer to a very 
controversial question! 

by Herman L. Hoeh 
PART Vlll 

BOUT THREE years ago an elderly 
man approached me one day and A said, “I have been puzzled and 

confused all my life. I used to believe 

in Galatia not to observe any holidays. 
But recently I read a verse in which 
Paul apparently told the Christians at 
Rome that it didn’t matter which days 
they observed if they kept them to God. 

“Now my question is this: How can 
I know what is the real Bible teaching? 
It seems to me that Paul contradicts 
himself.” 

that the apostle PdUl taught the Lhurdi 

Yes, just HOW C A N  WE KNOW? 
Millions havc worricd about this qucs- 

tion but have never heard the real an- 
swer. There is a rapidly growing sect 
which teaches that Christians don’t have 
to observe any days whatsoever. But 
there are many others who believe just 
as firmly that we should observe re- 
ligious holidays, only it doesn’t matter 
which we observe if we keep them as 
best we understand by our own human 
reasoning. 

But the question still remains: How 
can we know what the Bible says? 

Esteeming One Day Above Another 
Let’s notice what the apostle Paul 

wrote in Romans 14: 5,6. 
“One man esteemeth one day above 

another: another esteemeth every day 
alike. Let every man be fully persuaded 
in his own mind.” Romans 14:5, 6. 

By taking these verses out of their 
setting, people make Paul say something 
altogether different from what he in- 
tended. Does he say to observe Christ- 
mas, Easter, Lent, Good Friday, Sunday, 
or the Festival of the Assumption of 
Mary into Heaven? 

Does he say here that Jesus by his 
death did away with the very days He 
kept during his whole life? 

Does Paul say “God esteemeth one 
day above another” and “God esteemeth 
every day alike?” It doesn’t say “God,” 
but “one MAN esteemeth one day above 
another.” This tells us what certain 
MEN thought, not what God says! 

We are not to be judged by what 
men think, but by the word of God! 
John 12.48 reads: “The word that I 

have spoken, the sdme shall judge him 
in the last day.” Jesus is not going to 
judge you by what any man believes, 
but by the words H e  spoke! 

Next, riotice that these saints at Rome, 
having differing opinions, were forbid- 
den to judge one another as unworthy of 
Christ. “Who are you that judges anoth- 
er man’s servant? to his own master he 
stands or falls. Yes, he shall be helped 
up: for God is able t o  make h im stand.” 
(Rom. 14:4) 

Paul is not sanctioning nor condemn- 
ing any particular days, but warning the 
saints not to judge one another and 
causc strifc for having differing opin- 
ions about things they did not yet under- 
stand clearly. 

The Lord was the Judge of their 
deeds. ”He that regardeth the day, re- 
gardeth it unto the Lord.” The last part 
of this sentence--“ad he that regardeth 
not the day, to the jrd he doth not re- 
gard it”-is not in the inspired original 
Greek. 

How to Know 
“Let every man be fully persuaded in 

his own mind.” 
Does this give license to believe what- 

ever you want? God commands: “Lean 
not unto thine own understanding.” 
(Prov. 3: 5 ) How are you going to be 
fully assured in your own mind UNTIL 

WORD? “The holy scriprures . . . are 
able to make you wise to salvation” Paul 
wrote Timothy. ( -7 Tim. 3:15) By 
studying the word of God to prove all 
things, and by holding fast that which 
is good ( I  Thess. 5 : 2 1 ) , YOU BECOME 

MINDS concerning what God says. 

“Able to Stand Before Him” 
God is able, said Paul, to make those 

saints stand before Him in the judg- 
ment, by reding to them the knowledge 
by which they udl be judged. It was for 
this very reason that Paul wrote those 
saints at Rome, some of whom were 
weak in the faith, not having acquired 
perfect knowledge. He  says: “For I long 
to see you, that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift, to the end that you may be 

YOU KNOW WHAT GOD SAYS IN HIS 

FULLY PERSUADED IN YOUR OWN 

estnblished ( Ro. 1 : 11 ) .” 
It is so plain. Here were converts at 

Rome, still weak in the faith, who were 
divided in their regard of days. Paul 
told them not to sit in judgment of one 
another, but to follow peace, because 
God would judge them, after setting 
them aright through more perfect 
knowledge which Paul was going to 
preach to them. In the meantime they 
were to act in accordance with the best 
they knew from God’s word, not mad3 
word. 

This did not give them liberty to do 
as they pleased. They were to obey God 
or clsc pcrish if thcy disobcycd after the 
knowledge of the truth had come. For 
to him that knows to do good and 
doesn’t do it, it is sin. (James 4:17)  

What  Were  These Days? 
But what days was Paul referring to? 
By reading these verses in their set- 

ting, rather than taking them out of 
their context, let’s determine the answer. 
Paul is writing to the saints at Rome, 
both Jew and Gentile. He  admonished 
them to receive those who are weak in 
the faith (Ro. 14:1),  not to dispute 
with them over unimportant matters 
and sit in judgment on them. Some of 
these recently converted Gentiles, being 
weak in the faith, refused to eat meats, 
subsisting on vegetables mainly. 

The reason for this is explained in I 
Corinthians 8. Most meat that could be 
bought had been offered to idols. There- 
fore some, with conscience of the idol 
“ate it as a thing offered unto an idol; 
and their conscience being weak is de- 
filed. But meat commendeth us not to 
God: for neither, if we eat, are we the 
better; neither, if we eat not, are we the 
worse ( I  Cor. 8:7, 8).” 

So here were saints who had not yet 
learned that there was no harm in eating 
meat offered to idols previously by oth- 
ers provided it was done to God with a 
clear conscience. These Gentiles at 
Rome had been converted and had giv- 
en up idolatry, bur still held supersti- 
tious beliefs in their minds, thinking 
that the idol was something real. 

But why should Paul have broken into 
his dissertation about eating meat or re- 
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fraining froiii rating it? 
Because in connection with the old 

pagan idolatry, were numerous days ob- 
served as idolatrous festivals. These days 
were consecrated to deities af the state 
religious cults and were “unlucky” be- 
cause of the influence of the gods! These 
civil and religious days were “regarded 
as unsuitable for many purposes, both 
public and private: for battles, levies, 
sacred rites, journeys and marriages. W e  
are told that they owed their unlucky 
quality to the pronouncement of the 
Senate and pontiffs.” (From Rest Days 
by Webster, p. 171.) 

As many as one third of the days of 
the old Roman calendar were marked as 
“unlawful for judicial and political busi- 
ness. . . and . . on which the state ex- 
pected the citizens to abstain, as far as 
possible, from their private business and 
labour.” 

No w a d e r  Paul spoke of “cvery 
day! ” 

Here at Rome were recently convert- 
ed Gentiles who had given up idolatry, 
but who still believed idols were real bt-  
ings, and hence would not eat meat of- 
fered to them. They also continued to 
r e g d  superstitinii~ beliefs that certain 
days were better than others, or that all 
days were alike-unlucky. These Chris- 
tians no longer observed these days- 
rhat wuuld lime been sin. But they still 
regarded or judged some days to be 
above others, as though the day had 
natural qualities of good or bad about 
it. It was a common superstition of the 
time, hard for new Christians to root 
out. 

And hnw many “worldly” as well as 
religious people still have similar beliefs 
today! Such as “unlucky” F d o y  the 
thirteenth! 

Paul was going to Romc to enlighten 
their honest minds so they would give 
up this foolish regard of heathen days. 
It is merely a plea to tolerate honest be- 
liefs held in ignorance. 

So These Weren’t God’s Days 
After P [I ! 

There is nothing hr ,e referring to the 
Sabbath or the holydays of God which 
Paul commanded to be observed by the 
Gentiles. In I Cor. 5 8, Paul says, “Let 
us keep the feast.” 

Here and in I Cor 11.20-34, Paul is 
instructing the Corin hians how to keep 
the passover and the iestival of unleav- 
cned bread. 

The Holy Spirit aspired Luke to 
write in Acts 20:6 I; at the days of un- 
leavened bread occur;’:d in far off Fhil- 
ippi! The disciples bailed away “after 
the days of unleaveiiid bread.” 

In I Corinthians 16.8, Paul told the 
Gentiles he was ixending to be at 
Ephesus, a Gentile c ; ~ ,  the day of Pen- 
tecost. But there is rlothing in Romans 
14 which says we are to observe the 
pagan holidays-Chrixrnas, Easter, Lent, 
Sunday-which crept into the apostate 
churches after the citarh of the apostles 

ON THE CAMPtJS 
( Continued fr( m pdge 14 ) 

the Giver of all life, our ever living 
Creator. 

Soon w e  were ready to leave the gar- 
den as we were to see a stamed glass 
window called “The Last Supper.” Im- 
patiently I listened i s )  the narrator ns 
he told US ilie ston’ ,rf chis remarkablc 
work. It seems ti.: ncbtable ineii re- 
alized that Da Vinc wtginal in Milan, 
Italy, could not las inuch longer, and 
wishing to preserve i~ beauty, they gave 
a young Italian lady, dosa Caselli Moret- 
ti, the privilege of -eproducing it in 
glowing stained gl, s The audience 
gasped in astonishme ar its beauty, for 
even the wine in litt poblets seemed to 
sparkle in the dusk) room. In the win- 
dow you could see t e cracks in the tile 
Aoor and even the scales on the fish 
were visible. 

My mind went back to the first pass- 
over supper which tael kept in Egypt, 

and then I thought “somethint; is mks- 
ing.” And it was. For here ! w s  rnd 
his disciples were keeping the passover 
and there was no p’,sover 12,xb. Per) .p 
I w‘is a bit disap1 . irwd, bur t 1 1 t “ ~ i  all 
men do not understand the tiuth. No 
doubt many men of that time did not 
even connect the passover in Eygpt 
with the last supper. 

Greater surprises were i.1 store for 
us for we climbed up a winding road 
to another building and saw the original 
painting, “The Crucifixion,” by Jan 
Styka. This is the largest painting in 
America. It is forty-five feet high and 
one hundred-ninety-five feet long and 
it is magnificent. It seemed that all we 
had to do was take a few steps and we 
would have been transported to Pal- 
estine at the most eventful time in the 
history of mankind. The dark clouds 
hung low, there was a mob of angry 
people, far down the hill was Jerusalem 
and then you could see the temple. 
There was an air of tense expectancy 
in the peoples’ faces and it even seemed 
the lowering heavens would burst. 

But men will be men and God has 
COMMANDED ~ Z J  not to make “any gray- 
en %maze, or a n y  likeness of ANYTHING 
that is in HEAVEN above or that is in 
the earth beneath . . . thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them nor serve 
rhem.” Exodus 20:4,5. 

The many dead were forgotten when 
we went in the park to eat a sumptuous 
picnic lunch 2nd then went across 
Pasadena to Huntington Library. Late 
in the afternoon I sat in the exotic 
oriental garden and listened to laughter, 
a bird’s song and the hum of the bees. 
But before we left I walked across a 
little red bridge that spanned a deep 
green pool, followed a trail to the rose 
garden and then home. 

It was a day to be remembered and 
our appreciation goes to Professor Walk- 
er, who plans such interesting outings 
for Ambassador College. 
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