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0 EASTER zs pagan! 
The Resurrection was not on Easter Szcnday! Easter is not a Christian 
name, but the title of the idolatrous “queen of heaven.” Here’s the true 

origin and meaning of Lent, Easter eggs, hot cross buns! 

HY DO you believe the things you Whl ieve, do the things you do? 
The chances are you never stopped 

to aslc yourself that question, You have 
been taught since childhood to accept 
Easter as the chief of the Christian holi- 
days. 

You have supposed it is part of the 
true Christian religion to observe Lent, 
“Holy Week,” “Good Friday,” to buy 
hot-cross buns at the bakery, to have 
colored Easter eggs, to dress up and go 
to Church Easter Sunday-perhaps to 
attend an Easter sunrise service! 
Because of the “sheep” instinct in 

humans most of us believe a lot of 
things that are not true. Most of us do 
a lot ot ’lings that are wrong, supposing 
these things to be right, or even sacred! 

Ishtar, the Pagan Goddess 
What is the meaning of the name 

“Easter?” You have been led to suppose 
the word means “resurrection of Christ.” 
For lG00 years the western world has 
been taught that Christ rose from the 
dead on Sunday morning. But that is 
merely one of the f d l e s  the apostle Paul 
warned readers of the New Testament to 
expect The resurrection did not occur 
on Sunday! For the astonishing proof 
setting forth the exact time of the Resur- 
rection, write for our free booklet, “The 
“RUTH About EASTER.” 
The name “Easter” is merely the 

slightly changed English spelling of the 
name of the ancient Assyrian goddess 
Ishtar, pronounced by the Assyrians ex- 
actly as we pronounce “Easter.” The 

Babyionian name of this goddess was 
Astarte, consort of Baal, the Sun-god, 
whose worship is denounced by the Al- 
mighty in the Bible as the most idola- 
trous of all  pagan idolatry. 
Look up the word “Easter” in Web- 

stef’s dictionary. You will find: “AS. 
(Anglo-Saxon), from name of old Teu- 
ton goddess of spring.” 

In the large 5-volume Hasting Bible 
Dictionary, only six brief lines are given 
to the name “Easter,” because it occurs 
only once in the Bible-and that only 
in the King James translation. Says 
Hastings: “Easter, used in Authorized 
Version as the translation of ‘Pascha’ in 
Acts 12:4, ‘intending after Easter to 
bring him forth from the peopIe.’ Re- 
vised Version has substituted correctly 
‘the Passover.’ ” 

Apostles Observed Passover 
The World Almanac, 1950 edition, 

page 704, says: “In the second century, 
A.D., Easter Day was, among Christians 
in Asia Minor” (that is, in the Churches 
at Ephesus, Galatia, etc.,-the so-called 
“Gentile” churches raised up by the 
Apostle Pad)  “the 14th of Nisan, the 
seventh month of the Jewish calendar.” 
In other words, the 14th day of the fiw 
month of the sacred calendar, and it was 
not then called by the name of rhe pagan 
deity “Easter,” but by the BIBLE name 
“PASSOVER.” 

Passover, the days of unleavened 
bread, Pentecost, and the holy days God 
had ordained forever were all observed 
by Jesus, and the early apostles, and the 

converted Gentile Christians (Acts 2: 1; 
12:3; 20:6; 18:21; I Cor. 5:7-8; Acts 
20:16; I Cor. 16:8).Passoverisamemo- 
rial of the crucifixion of Christ. Passover, 
observed by the early me Church, OC- 
curred not on Sunday or any dved day of 
the week, but a calendar day of the year. 
The day of the week varies from year to 
year. 

Easter is one of the pagan days Paul 
warned Gentile converts they must not 
return to observing. 

How, then, did this pagan festival 
enter into and fasten itself up on a pro- 
fessing Christianity? That is a surprising 
story-but first, notice the true origin 
and nature of Easter. 

Its Chaldean Origin 
Easter, as Hislop says (“The Two 

Babylons,”) “bears its Chaldean origin 
on its very forehead. Easter is nothing 
else than Astarte, one of the titles of 
Beltis, the ‘queen of heaven,* whose 
name, as pronounced by the people of 
Nineveh, was evidently identical with 
that now in common use in this coun- 

The ancient gods of the pagans had 
many different names. While this god- 
dess was called Astarte in Babylon, it 
appears on Assyrian monuments found 
by Layard in excavations at Nineveh as 
Ishtar (Layards Nineveh d Babylon, 
page 629). Both were pronounced 
“Easter.” Likewise, Beltis, or Be1 (re- 
ferred to in the Old Testament) also was 
called Moloch. It was for sacrificing to 
Moloch (I Kings 11:l-11, especially 

try.” 
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TO THE QUEEN OF HEAVEN..  . 
that they may provoke me to anger. 
. . . Therefore thus saith the Eternal 
God: Behold, mine anger and my fury 
shall be poured out upon this place, 
upon man, upon beast . . . and it shall 
burn, and shall not be quenched.” 
(Verses 18-20). 

The Hebrew word for “cakes” as 
Jeremiah originally wrote it is “kawan,” 
and really means “BUNS.” The word 
“bun” seems, says Hislop, to have been 
derived from this word. This Hebrew 
word is used nowhere else in the Bible, 
except Jer. 44: 19, where again the same 
idolatrous worship to the queen of 
heaven by these hot cross buns is men- 
tioned. Every other place in the Bible 
where the English word “cakes” is wd, 
a different Hebrew word was used in the 
original. 

Jeremiah was referring to HOT 
CROSS BUNS-exactIy the same kind 
hundreds of you who read this have been 
buying and eating this “Easter season!” 

The origin of the Easter egg is jmt 
as clcar. It is recorded in Davies’ Dwi&, 
p. 208, that the ancient Druids bare BII 
egg as the sacred emblem of their idola- 
trous order. On p. 207, same history, it 
is recorded that in the mysteries of 
Bacchus, as celebrated in Athens, 
of the idolatrous ceremony c o n s i s t x  
the consecration of an egg. Hindoo 
fables celebrate their mundane egg as of 
a golden color. It has been ancient cus- 
tom in Japan to make their sacred egg 
a hard brazen color. In China dyed or 
painted eggs are used on “ s a d  
heathen festivals. In the idolatry of an- 
cient Egypt and Greece eggs were used 
in their religious rites. 

WHY do Americans who believe 
themselves to be Christians dye eggs at 
Easter? Do they suppose the BIBLE or- 
dained, or commands, this heathen cus- 
tom? THERE IS NOT A WORD OF 
IT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. Cer- 
tainly Christ did not stare it, and the 
apostles and early Christians did none 
of it! 

Then WHY SHOULD YOU DO IT 
TODAY? Why follow heathenism and 
try to convince yourself you arc a Chris- 
tian? God calls such things ABOMINA- 
TION! 

How Easter Crept into the Church 
Such is the origin and early history of 

Easter. 
How, then, was this pagan festival 

injected into the professing Christian re- 
ligion, as a substitute for an ordinance of 
God? 

Before revealing briefly the astonish- 
ing account of this great deception, two 
facts must be firmly fixed in mind. 

First, Jesus and the apostles foretold, 
not a universal, wide-spread popular 
growth of the true New Testament 

verse 7, where M o l d  is called an 
abomination) and other pagan gods that 
The Eternal condemned Solomon, and 
rended away the Kingdom of Israel from 
his son. 

In the ancient Chaldean idolatrous 
Sun-worship, Baal was the Sun-god, As- 
tarte his consort, or wife. And Astarte is 
the same as Ishtar, or the English Easter. 

Says Hislop: “The festival, of which 
we read in church history, under the 
name of Easter, in the third or fourth 
centuries, was quite a different festival 
from that now observed in the Romish 
(and Protestant) church, and & that 
time was not known by any such name 
as Easter. IT WAS CALLED PASS- 
OVER, and was very early observed by 
Christians . . . That festival agreed 
originally with the time of the Jewish 
Passover, when Christ was crucified. . . . 
That festival was not idolatrous, and was 
preceded by no Lent.” 

Where Did W e  Get LENT? 
“It ought to be known,” wrote Cas- 

sianus in the fifth century, “that the ob- 
servance of the forty days (Lent) had no 
existence, so long as the perfection of 
that primitive Church remained invio- 
late.” 

Jesus observed no Lent. The apostles 
and the early true Church of God ob- 
served no Lenten season. Then how did 
this observance originate? 

“The forty days’ abstinence of Lent 
was directly borrowed from the wor- 
shippers of the Babylonian goddess. 
Such a Lent of forty days, ‘in the spring 
of the year,’ is still observed by the 
Yezidis or pagan Devil-worshippers of 
Koordistan, who have inherited it from 
their early masters, the Babylonians. 
Such a Lent was held by the pagan 
Mexicans, in honor of the s m .  . . . Such 
a Lent was observed in Egypt (Wilkin- 
son’s Egyptians). This Egyptian Lent of 
forty days was held expressly in com- 
memoration of Adonis or Osiris, the 
great mediatorial god.” (The T w o  Baby- 
lon$, by Hislop, pages 104 and 105, and 
Sabean Researches, by Landseer, p. 112). 

Do you realize what has happened? 
God Almighty commanded His people 
to observe the PASSOVER foreuer! (Ex. 
12:24). This command was given while 
the Israelites were still in Egypt, prior to 
the Old Covenant, or the Law of Moses! 
It pictured, before the Crucifixion, 
Christ’s death for the remission of our 
sins, as a type looking forward to it. At 
His last Passover, Jesus changed the em- 
blems used from the blood of a lamb and 
eating its roasted body to the bread and 
the wine. 
Jesus did not abolish Passover-He 

merely CHANGED the emblems, or 
symbols used. All the apostles of Christ, 
and true Christians of the first century 
true Church observed it, on the 14th day 

of the first month of the sacred calendar. 
It is now a MEMORIAL of Christ’s 
death, reaflirming, year by year on its an- 
niversary, the true Christian’s FAITH 
in the blood of Christ for the remission 
of his sins, and the broken body of 
Christ for his physical healing. 

But what has happened? DO YOU 
REALIZE IT? All western nations have 
been deceived into dropping the festival 
God ordained forever to commemorate 
the death of the true Saviour for our sins, 
and substituting in its place the PAGAN 
festival in commemoration of the coun- 
terfeit “saviour” and mediator of Baal 
the S U N  GOD, named after the mythi- 
cal Ishtar, his wife-actually none other 
than the ancient Semirimus, who palmed 
herself off as the wife of the sun-god, 
the idolatrous “QUEEN OF HEAVEN.” 

THIS is not Christian! IT IS PAGAN 
TO THE CORE! 

Yet scores of millions of Americans 
are deceived into observing this form of 
heathen idolatry, under the delusion they 
are honoring Jesus Christ the Son of the 
Crearor GOD! 

Easter does not honor Christ! And 
yet, have you not been, like a blind 
sheep, following the other millions in 
this custom? “The times of this igno- 
rance God winked at, but now com- 
mandeth to come to repentance.” 

Hot Cross Buns and Dyed Eggs 
But did you know the hot cross buns, 

and dyed Easter eggs also figured in the 
idolatrous Chaldean rites, just as they 
do in Easter observance today? 

Yes, these are pagan, too. The “buns,” 
known by that identical name, were used 
in the worship of the “queen of heaven,” 
the goddess Easter, as early as the days 
of Cecrops, the founder of Athens, 1500 
years before Christ. (The Two  Babylons, 

“One species of sacred bread,” says 
Bryant, in Mythology, Vol. 1, p. 373, 
“which used to be offered to the gods, 
was of great antiquity, and called Boun.” 

It will astonish you, but it’s true- 
one of the reasons God drove the Jews 
into Babylonian captivity was this very 
idolatry-their whole families joined in 
this idolatrous worship, in making and 
offering HOT CROSS BUNS! 

Read the entire 7th chapter of Jere- 
miah. Here is Gad’s stern sentence upon 
Judah, thru Jeremiah the prophet. “If 
you really amend your life and doings,” 
God warns them, “I will allow you to 
remain in this place (Palestine) for all 
time.” But they would not listen. Then 
“I will cast you out of my sight,” says 
God to Judah. And to Jeremiah He says, 
“Seest thou not what they do in the 
cities of Judah . . .? 

“The children gather wood, and the 
fathers kindle the h e ,  and the women 
knead their dough, TO MAKE CAKES 

PgS. 107-108). 
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Church, but A FALLING AWAY 
FROM THE TRUTH on the part of the 
great majority. Prophesying a popular, 
universal FALLING AWAY from the 
faith once delivered, to the Thessalonians 
Paul stated “the mystery of iniquity doth 
already work,” only some 30 years after 
the Church began! He referred to the 
very “Chaldean Mysteries,” of which 
Easter and Christmas were the two chief 
festivals! 

Second, although Jesus said the gates 
of hell would never prevail against His 
Church, yet it is everywhere prophesied 
thru the New Testament as the “Little 
Fiodr”-never as a great, large, popular 
universal church. 

This is the very fact the world does 
not realize today! 
TWO Churches-One False, One True 

In New Testament prophecy TWO 
CHURCHES are described. 

One, the great and powerful and 
universal church, a part of the world, 
actually ruling in its politics over many 
nations, and united with the “Holy 
Roman Empire,” brought to a concrete 
focus in Rev. 17. 

This church is pictured with great 
pomp, ritud and display, decked in 
purple, scarlet and gold-proud, worldly, 
boastful. She is pictured as a universal 
DECEIVER-the whole western world 
spiritually DRUNK on her false doc- 
trines, their spiritual perception so 
blurred by her paganized teachings and 
practices they are unable to clearly dis- 
tinguish TRUTH! She boasts she is the 
true Church, yet she is drunken on the 
blood of the saints she has caused to be 
martyred! 

But how could she have d. .eived the 
whole world, as foretold in God’s Word? 
Surely the Protestant world isn’t de- 
ceived! 

0, btzt it is! Notice, verse 5, she is 
a MOTHER church! Her daughters are 
also churches who have come out of her, 
even in protest, calling themselves Prot- 
estant-but they are fundamentally of 
her family in pagan doctrines and prac- 
tises! They, too, make themselves a part 
of this world, taking active part in its 
politics-the very act which made a 
“whore” out of their MOTHER! 

The entire apostate family-Mother, 
and more than 500 daughter denomina- 
tions, all divided against each other and 
in CONFUSION of doctrines, yet all 
united in the chief pagan doctrines and 
festivals-has a family NAME! They 
call themselves “Christian,” but God calls 
them something else! - “MYSTERY, 
BABYLON THE GREAT! ” 

“Babylon” means confusion! God al- 
ways names people and things by calling 
them what they are! And here is the 
same identical ancient BABYLONIAN 
M Y S T E R I E S  now wrapped in the false 
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cloak labeled “Christianity”-but in fact 
it is the same old “CHALDEAN M Y S -  
TERIES!” THUS GOD NAMES THIS 
RELIGIOUS SYSTEM! 

TRUE Church Small-Scattered 
But where, then, was the TRUE 

Church? 
Did the true Church of God, of which 

Jesus Christ is the Living, Directing 
Head, become perverteddid it merely 
apostatize into the system described 
above? 

NO! The gates of hell have never pre- 
vailed against the true Church of God, 
and never will! The true Church has 
never fallen! It has never ceased! 

But the true Church of God is pic- 
tured in prophecy as the “Little Flock!” 
The New Testamcnt describes this 
Church as continually persecuted, de- 
spised by the large popular churches be- 
cause it is not OP this world or its poli- 
tics, but has kept itself unspotted from 
the world! It has always kept the Com- 
mandments of God and the Faith of 
Jesus. It has kept God’s festivals, not the 
pagan holidays. It has been empowered 
with the Spirit of God! 

That Church never degenerated into 
the grrat popular church at Rome, as the 
protestant world supposes! That Church 
always has existed, and it exists today! 

Then where did it go? Where was it 
during the middle ages? 

First, remember this Church was 
never large, never politically powerful, 
or a world-known ORGANIZATION 
OF MEN. It is a SPIRITUAL ORGAN- 
ISM, not a political organization. It is 
composed of all whose hearts and lives 
have been CHANGED by the Spirit of 
God, whether visibly together, or in- 
dividually scattered. 

Under the lash of continual persecu- 
tion and opposition of the organized 
forces of this world, it is difficult for 
such a people to remain UNITED and 
ORGANIZED together. 

Daniel prophesied the true people of 
God would be scattered (Dan. 12:7).  
Ezekiel foretold it (34:5-12). Jeremiah, 
too, (23: l -2) .  Jesus foretold it (Mat. 
26:31). The apostolic church was soon 
scattered by persecution (Acts 8: 1 ) . 
James addresses his letter to Christians 
scattered abroad (Jas. 1: 1 ) . 

Ignored by Most Histories 
You don’t read much of this true 

Body of Christ in the secular histories 
of this world! No, the world little notes, 
nor long remembers, the activities of this 
“LITTLE FLOCK,” hated and despised 
by the world, driven to the wilderness 
by persecution, always opposed, usually 
scattered! But there are enough refer- 
ences to it in authentic histories to show 
that it has continued thru every century 
to now! 

The prophecies bring this Church into 

concrete focus in the 12th chapter of 
Revelation. There she is shown spiritual- 
ly, in the glory and splendor of the 
Spirit of God, but visibly in the world 
as a persecuted, Commandment-keeping 
Church driven into the wilderness, for 
1260 years, thru the middle ages! 

Even in Paul’s day, many among those 
attending at Antioch, at Jerusalem, at 
Ephesis, at Corinth, and other places, 
began to apostatize and turn away from 
the truth. Divisions sprang up. Those in- 
dividuals, unconverted or turned from 
Gods TRUTH and WAY OF LIFE, 
were no part of God’s true Church, tho 
visibly assembling with those who were. 
The “mystery of iniquity” was already 
working, INSIDE these visible churches. 
This apostacy increased! By the year 125 
A.D. the majority in most churches, 
especially those Gentile-born, were con- 
tinuing in many of their old pagan 
beliefs and practices, tho professing to 
be Christian! Gradually, a smaller and 
smaller portion of the VISIBLE 
churches going by the name “Christian” 
remained truly yielded to God and His 
Truth, and led of His Spirit. After Con- 
stantine took virtual control of the vis- 
ible, professing Church in the early 
fourth century, this visible organization 
became almost wholly pagan, and be- 
gan excommunicating and persecuting 
all who held to the true WORD OF 
GOD! Finally, it became necessary for 
real Christians who, even as a scattered 
people, alone composed the TRUE 
Christian Church, to FLEE from the jur- 
isdiction of Rome in order truly to wor- 
ship God! Thus, the visible, organized 
Church which rose to power was the 
FALSE Church-the “Great Whore” of 
Rev. 17. 

Injected into the Church 
Nothing illustrates this very fact 

more vividly than the actual history of 
the injecting of Easter into the western 
Church. 

Here is the quick, brief history of it, 
from the Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th 
edition, article on “EASTER:” 

“There is no indication of the ob- 
servance of the Easter festival in the 
New Testament, or in the writings of 
the Apostolic Fathers. . . . The first 
Christians” (the original TRUE Church) 
“continued to observe the Jewish (that 
is GOD’S) “festivals, though in a new 
spirit, as commemorations of evenw 
which those festivals had foreshadowed. 
Thus the Passover, with a new concep- 
tion added to it, of Christ as the true 
Paschal Lamb and the first fruits from 
the dead, continued to be observed. 

“Although the observance of Easter 
was at a very early period the practice 
of the Christian Church, a serious differ- 
ence as to the day for its observance soon 

Please Continue on Page 7 
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and test and temptation, and to grow 
into holy characters, Ill be merciful 
a d  have my Son do it for them, and 
save them just as they are in all their 
Sills.” 

Instead, God who knows our every 
weakness, and who Himself is responsi- 
ble for this human nature in every one 
of us, sent His Son into the world to 
prodaim HIS MESSAGE to us that we 
must yield to GODS government over 
our lives-that we must REPENT and 
nun from our filth of the flesh and pride 
of mind and heart; He sent His Son into 
the world to be tempted in all points as 
we -human as we are-to prove 
that a human can, with the help of the 
Spirit of God, live without sin-TO SET 
AN EXAMPLE FOR US THAT WE 
SHOULD FOLLOW HIS STEPS and 
live also without sinning! He sent His 
Son into the world to die for m,-not 
living a good lifc in our stead, but pay- 
ing the penalty of our past sins in our 
stead-that we might be reconciled to 
God, so that we might receive His 
Spirit, begetting us as His SONS, so 
that God thru the power of His Spirit 
may CHANGE us from mortal sinners 
into immortal holy sons of God! 

Some hotels and restaurants, catering 
to tourists who may be in old clothes 
and dirty from traveling, post a sign, 
“COME AS YOU ARE!” 

The favorite “invitation” or “altar- 
call” hymn sung by the popular denomi- 
nations in revival or evangelistic serv- 
ices is “JUST AS I AM.” 

But be not deceived-GOD WONT 
RECEIVE YOU JUST AS YOU ARE! 
You can’t sit down at His immaculate 
holy table with your wrinkled, soiled 
clothes and dirty hands, which sym- 
bolically represent the human sinning 
condition. No, you must be first 
WASHED in the blood of the Lamb 
Jesus Christ-and before Jesus as your 
Saviour and Mediator with God can 
wash you of the filth of your sins, YOU 
MUST FIRST REPENT OF TRANS- 
GRESSING G O D S  HOLY LAW, 
WHICH MEANS TO BE SO SORRY 
THAT YOU FORSAKE YOUR WAY 
ANT) THE WORLDS WAY, AND 
l‘“ TO A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE 
TO GOD’S LAWS AND WAYS! 

Of coutse you’ll have to come AT you 
are to Christ for CLEANSING from the 
filth of your past life-but confessing 
pour filthy, sinful condition, asking Him 
to deanse you and wash you in His 
blood, because you can’t cleanse yourself 
-so that He may present you chaste 
and pure and spiritually clean to His 
Father, that you may then receive the 
indwding POWER of God which will 
d k  you to overcome, and keep Gods 
law, and live as His sons ought to live! 

Jesus showed by his life that we can, 

if we rely upon God in faith for the 
power to do so, live the way of God’s 
will as expressed in His Spiritual Law! 
Of Himself, even Jesus said He could 
not do it--“the Father that dwelleth in 
me,” He said, “HE doeth the works.” 
And again, “The works that I do shall 
ye do also.” 

And so it was that, almost the same 
instant the temptation to doubt the 
final result came to my mind as I thought 
of my own weaknesses, faults, and 
limitations, the answer flashed strong 
and firm, “GOD W O N T  LET ME 
FALL! He may punish me more yet to 
chasten and teach me and make me 
righteous, but He won’t let me fail- 
He will impute His very own righteous- 
ness by im@lanting it into my life until, 
thru His power energizing me, I’m 
really living it-ETERNALLY! ” 

And that comforting and definite 
ASSURANCE of the final result, based 
on God‘s own unbreakable PROMISES, 
j1-z warmed my heart and made me 
reel good clear thru-and so I had to 
come out here immediately to the type- 
writer to share this glorious assurance 
with all of YOU! Read Jude 24, and 
2 Peter 1: 10. 

Earn i~pagan! 
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arose between the Christians of Jewish 
and those of Gentile descent, which led 
to a long and bitter controversy. With 
the Jewish Christians.. . the fast ended 
. . . on the 14th day of the moon at eve- 
ning . . . without regard to the day of 
the week. The Gentile Christians on the 
other hand’ (that is, the beginning of the 
Catholic church, now substituting pagan 
for true Christian doctrines) ” . . . identi- 
fied the first day of the week with the 
resurrection, and kept the preceeding 
Friday as the commemoration of the 
crucifixion, irrespective of the day of the 
month. 

“Generally speaking, the Western 
Churches” (Catholic) “kept Easter on 
the 1st day of the week, while the East- 
ern Churches” (containing most of those 
who remained as part of the TRUE 
Christian church) “followed the Jewish 
rule.” (That is, observing Passover on 
the 14th of the first sacred month instead 
of the pagan Easter). 

“Polycarp, the disciple of John the 
Evangelist, and bishop of Smyrna, 
visited Rome in 159 to confer with Ani- 
cetus, the bishop of that see, on the 
subject, and urged the tradition which 
he had received from the apostle of ob- 
serving the 14th day. Anicetus, however, 
declined. About forty years later” ( 197), 
“the question was discussed in a very dif- 
ferent spirit between Victor, bishop of 

Rome, and Polycrates, metropolitan of 
proconsular Asia” (the territory of the 
Churches at  Ephesus, Galatia, Antioch, 
Philadelphia, and all those mentioned in 
Rev. 2 and 3-the churches established 
thru the apostle Paul). “That province 
was the only portion of Christendom 
which still adhered to the Jewish’ (the 
writer should have used the words “true 
Christian” instead of “Jewish’) “usage. 
Victor demanded that all should adopt 
the usage prevailing at Rome. This Poly- 
crates firmly refused to agree to, and 
urged many weighty reasons to the con- 
trary, whereupon Victor proceeded to ex- 
communicate Polycrates and the Chris- 
tians who continued the Eastern usage” 
(that is, who continued in GODS way, 
as Jesus, Peter, Paul, and all the early 
true Church had done). “He was, how- 
ever, restrained” (by other bishops) 
“from actually proceeding to enforce the 
decree of excommunication. . , . and the 
Asiatic churches retained their usage un- 
molested. We find the Jewish” (true 
Christian Passover) “usage from time to 
time reasserting itself after this, but it 
never prevailed to any large extent. 

“A final settlement of the dispute was 
one among the other reasons which led 
Constantine to summon the council at 
Nicaea in 325. At that time the Syrians 
and Antiochenes were the solitary cham- 
pions of the observance of the 14th day. 
The decision of the council was unani- 
mous that Easter was to be kept on Sun- 
day, and on the same Sunday throughout 
the world, and that ‘none hereafter 
should follow the blindness of the 
Jews.’ ” (That is, in plain language, the 
Catholic church now decreed that none 
should be allowed to follow the ways of 
CHRIST-f the TRUE Christian 
church! ) 

“. . . The few who afterwards sepa- 
rated themselves from the unity of the 
church” (Roman church), “and contin- 
ued to keep the 14th day, were named 
‘Qzurto-decintani,’ and the dispute itself 
is known as the ‘Quarto-decinzm con- 
troversy.’ ” 

Thus you see how the politically or- 
ganized church at Rome grew to great 
size and power by adopting po ular 

stamped out the true teachings, doc- 
trines, and practices of CHRIST, and the 
true Church, so far as any collective 
practice is concerned. 

It was only by violence and bloodshed, 
at last, says Hislop, (The  Two  Babylons, 
P 107) that the idolatrous festival of the 
Chaldean goddess Easter came to super- 
cede that which God had ordained to be 
observed forever! 

True Christians Kept PASSOVER 
The New Testament reveals that Jes- 

us, the apostles, and the New Testament 
Church, both Jewish and Gentile-born, 

pagan practices; how she gr a t  ually 
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observed God‘s Sabbaths, and God’s fes- 
tivals-weekly and annually! Take your 
Bible and carefully read Acts 2: 1; 12: 3- 
4 (the word “Easter” here is a flagrant 
fake translation in “King James” version 
-originally inspired “Passover,” and so 
corrected in the Revised version) ; Acts 
18:21; 20:6; 20:16; I Cor. 16:8. 

Eusebius, historian of the early cen- 
turies of the Church, speaks of the true 
Christians observing Passover on the 
14th of Nisen, fitst month of the sacred 
calendar. 

The historian Gieseler wrote that “the 
Gentile Christians observed also the Sab- 
bath and the Passover,” during the latter 
half of the first century. 

But as the false paganized Church grew 
in size and political power, decrees were 
passed by 363 A.D. imposing the death 
sentence upon Christians found keeping 
God’s Sabbath, or God‘s festivals. Finally, 
in order to keep the true Way of God, 
a large portion of the true Christians 
(composing the true Church) “fled into 
the wilderness,” as foretold in Rev. 12 : 6, 
where they were fed on the pure Word 
of God 1260 long years! 

But another large portion of the 
TRUE Church of God, failing to flee, 
yet remaining true to God‘s Truth, paid 
with their lives in martyrdom (Rev. 6:9; 
13:15; 17:6; 18:24). History records 
that more than 50 million were mar- 
tyred! 

They loved obedience to God more 
tkan :be& JweJ? DO YOU? 

But through all generations, thru ev- 
ery century, though persecuted, scat- 
tered, unrecognized by the world, many 
true Christians have kept alive the 

CHURCH OF GOD-the 
Church composed of those Satan cannot 
deceive! (Mat. 24: 24.) 
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Easter Sun-Rise Services 
You think Easter sun-rise services 

beautiful? LISTEN! God was showing 
the prophet Ezekiel the sins of His peo- 
ple in a vision-a prophecy for today! 
“Turn thee yet again,” said God, “and 
thou shalt see greater abominations than 
these” (Ezekiel had just been shown, in 
vision, idol-worship among professing 
people of God). “And he brought me 
(in vision) into the inner court of the 
Eternal’s house, and behold. . . between 
the porch and the altar were about five 
and twenty men, with . . . their faces 
toward the east; and they worsh+fed 
the sun toward the east. Then he said 
unto me, Hast thou seen this, 0 son of 
man? Is it a light thing . . . that they 
commit the ABOMINATIONS which 
they commit here? . . . Therefore will 
I deal IN FURY: mine eye shall not 
spare, neither will I have pity: and 
though they cry in mine ears with a 
loud voice, yet will I not hear them!“ 
(Jer. 8:15-18.) 
Do you grasp what this most abomi- 

nable thing is? 
It is the same identical thing millions 

are doing every Easter Sunday morning 
-the sun-rise service-standing with 
their faces toward the east, as the SUN 
is rising, in a service of worship which 
honors the SUN and his mythical idoIa- 
trous consort goddess Easter. Yes, de- 
ceived into believing this is Chrisdan, 
millions practice every Easter the identi- 
cal form of the ancient SUN-WORSHIP 
of the Sun-god BAAL! Throughout the 
Bible this is revealed as THE MOST 
ABOMINABLE of all idolatry in the 
sight of the Eternal Creator! 

Do you think this makes no differ- 
ence, today? I t  makes all the difference 
between life and death-between being 
SAVED, and LOST! 

It is a serious thing to write to you, 
my readers, these truths-for MU, yor 
have the KNOWLEDGE of the 
TRUTH! And “if we  sin wiUfuUy after 
we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more 
sacrifice for sins, but a CERTAIN fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and fie 
indignation, which shall devour the a 2  
versaries!” (Heb. 10:26-27.) 

Yes, it makes a difference! Thousands 
had to flee the jurisdiction of “civiliza- 
tion” to keep God‘s ways! Other thou- 
sands paid with their lives for obeying 
God-but  they shall LIVE forever, in 
the Resurrection! 

This worlds ways have brought only 
sorrow, sdering, chaos, death! GOD’S 
WAYS are the only ways that lead to 
Peace, lasting Prosperity, Happiness, 
Joy, Eternal Life! If Baal be god, then 
go serve him; but if The ETERNAL is 
your God, then SERVE HIM1 
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