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Dear Brethren and Co-Wrkers,

This is nmy first letter to you in 1986, and could very well
be my last. Nowin ny 94th year | amin a very physically weakened
state enduring severe pain and with virtually no strength whatso-
ever. | briefly described nmy condition in last nmonth's co-worker
letter to you, and now it has worsened. It nmay be that the Work
God has given nme to do is conplete, but not the Wrk of God's
Church, which will be faithfully doing God's Work till Christ, the
True Head of this Church, returns.

After much counsel and prayer over the past nmonths God has
led me in announcing a decision | ast week to appoint M. Joseph W
Tkach, director of Church Adm nistration, to the office of Deputy
Pastor Ceneral, to assist me while | amin a weakened state, and
shoul d God choose to take nmy life, to place himself totally in
Christ's hands to |l ead God's Church under Christ, succeeding nme as
Pastor Ceneral, in the difficult tines ahead. Christ will lead in
t he deci si on about which nen will continue the tel ecast.

Renenmber, brethren, this is not the work of Herbert W
Armstrong, nor will it be the work of M. Tkach, or any man. It is
the Work of the Living Creator, God. You are supporting this Wrk
of God, and it is the Geat God who will pour out Hi s blessings on
you for your generosity. Continue to sacrifice through 1986 to
finish the comm ssion God has given his Church. The greatest work
lies yet ahead. Christ confirmed that in John 4:35, "Say not ye,
There are yet four nonths, and then coneth harvest? behold, | say
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are
white already to harvest." Never before in the history of the
Church has it been possible to reap so great a harvest. It has
only been made possibl e through nodern technol ogy, beginning with
the printing press, radio, television, and rapid mass transit and
mass comuni cation. | personally have seen nearly all of these
technol ogi cal advances in nmy lifetine, starting in the last century
t hrough the horse and buggy age to the current space age.

It was prophesied in Daniel 12 that in the |ast days
know edge woul d be increased. This has been fulfilled, yet with
this awesone progress we are experiencing even nore appalling and
continuous evils, which will culmnate in the Great Tribulation
ahead of us now. Then, just before humanity blasts human life off
this planet, God will once again send his Son Jesus Christ. This
time in power and glory as King of kings and Lord of lords to rule
with all the power of the Great God and usher in utopian peace
happi ness and prosperity. Thank God Satan will then be gone.

Are you ready for the return of Jesus Christ? WIIl you
escape the Great Tribulation soon to occur? Christ said to watch
and pray always, that you will be accounted worthy to escape (Luke



21:36). Nowis the tine of the end.

Each of you must commit yourself to support God's Work, to
fast and pray. God's Wrk nust push ahead this com ng year as
never before. God is opening new doors in television and in the
PLAIN TRUTH distribution. Help us walk through them Praise and
thank God, and pray for his Work. Thank you very nuch fromthe
bottom of ny heart for your prayers for me personally.

In deep gratitude and | ove, in Jesus' nane,

Herbert W Arnstrong



