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Dear Friend: 

Is the prsctice of cremation wrong? Does ft prevent a person being 
resurrected? 

"he practice of cr0matfoa i a  of ancient origin. It was used in t h e  
idolatroue fixe worship of pagan$sm. Ratice what the Encyclopedia Americana 
says: 

"fa primitive cul tures  which have survived i n t o  modern times 
crematkon is widely practiced. Burnlng $a not only supposed t o  
destroy t h e  dead body mast affectivelp and thus t o  prevent the 
posBible return of the ghost , .  hut s ince  fire serves also as a 
purifying agency, it IB often conaidered a good means of warding 
off e v i l  spirits ..., Bestdes discouraging t h e  ghost from haunting 
t h e  carpae and its former a b d e ,  and serving as a means o f  purf- 
S icat ion from evil sp ir i t s  and the contamination nssaciated w i t h  
the dead body, cremation has also, i n  some Fnstancee, as among 
t h e  Hindus and- khe]-Chukchi of Stberia, been associated w i t h  
8 belief Fn a heavenly abode for the spirit of t h e  deceased. The 
flames of the funeral, pyre, leaping upward, are thought to faciii- 
tate the aacent af the  SOU^.'^ (Article, Cremation) 

N i m r o d  and Semiramta were the originators of paganism and ft was 
Nimrod who first bore the t f t l a  of "Moloch. " In h i s  honour children were made 
t o  *'paas through the fire ta Mob&" (Jer. 32:35)--a pagan practice that God 
condemned! (Lev, l8:21). 

Parents even sacrificed their chfldren to Molocb, "the belief being 
cherished that the fire that consumed them ala0 perfected them, and made them 
meet for eternal happiness ....= t h e  passing through the fire, and the burn- 
ing Ln the fire,  w e r e  essent i r l  rites the worship of hfoloch or Nimrod" (= 
I_ Two t a b y l o n s  by HfsPop, p .  315). 

Examples In the Bfble show that a simple burial was t h e  C u s t o m  af t h e  
Hebrews who lived during that t h e .  (Gen. 25:9; 35:20). jaeob, for example, 
was embalmed (an Egyptian custom) and buried @en, 5 0 : 5 ,  26). ChriEct was buried,  
not cremated! 
(Joeh. 7 : Z S :  ... 11 K E n ~ f s  2 3 : Z O ;  h o a  2:1).. ..Not to be buried was a terrible  dis- 

--- 
"Burning was looked upon as abominable, aa injury to the dcad - 

- 
grace w h i c h  one could hardly w i s h  even to one's greatest: enemy." 
BibEiea, Article, The Dead) c 

{Encyclopedia 
-- 

X t  is our absolute recommendation that the  body be simply buried. Tn 
cases where a person has no control over t h e  disposition of the body, however. 
w e  should remember that ft is not 90 important What happens to our bodies after 
death as tt i s  t h a t  of having lived a new life after converaion and having died 
in Chsist.  

--- ------ 



Whether a lwdy becomes duslt OR ashes ("bunt"  dust) the Bfble promises 
that i t  will be in the resurrection (Acts 24:15; Rev. 20312-151. Through t h e  
power of God, cremated bodies  will be resurrected! 
- 

- -- - 


