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Dear Friend: 

We are often asked, “What can I do when my unconverted 
mate ob jec t s  t a  m y  studying and praying?” 

One of lifers most important lessons is t h e  proper  
use of TIME. - 

Husbands are t o  provide f“ t he l r  o m  houses (I Tim. 
5 : 8 } ,  and to love t h e i r  wives (Eph. 5:25). Wives a re  told to 
submit themselves to t h e i r  huabands (Eph. 5:22), and not to be 
i d l e  (Prov. 31:27). 

All of these things require TIME. Solomon s a i d ,  “To 
every thing there I s  a season, and B time to every purpose under 
the heaven“ (Ecc l .  31) .. There is a time to pray and t o  study. 

B u t ,  we must f i n d  the r i g h t  t i m e  f o r  prayer and study. 
We should f i n d  time t o  pray when unconverted members o r  the 
fami ly  are e i t h e r  away or preoccupied. We express love to them, 
not by m i n g  to the prayer closet  every time they come Into 
t he  house, but by spending t i m e  In sincere,  earnest prayer when 
they arenlt there. When they are home, that t i m e  can be used 
to show our  love to them, to be an example of good Christian 
l i v m  If we neglect the unconverted members of  our family 
by spending excessive t ime in i d l e  praying w h i l e  they are home, 
we will only succeed in dr iv ing  them f u r t h e r  from Qed, and our  
prayers will have been  In valn. - 

If your mate remalna at home all day, you should plan  
to arise  early i n  the morning, praylng before he la awake. 
Later, it w o u l d  be a slmple m a t t e r  to spend jus t  a f e w  m f n u t e a  
-- even as lfttle as five or ten -- in the bathroom if necessary, 
in private prayer .  

With wisdom and d l s c r e t i o n ,  study and prayer can  be 
handled so as to avoid any type  of conf l ic t .  Do not study in 
one posltion at a table or desk hour a f t e r  hour, ignoring your 
m a t e  on the Sabbath! STUDY, yes! But study when he is readfng 
the  paper, or occupied wi th  something else. Remember, It is 
probably only  because your obvfoua preoccupation with study and 
prayer makes your mate feel gullty that he ob jec t s .  Try t o  
make it f i t  I n t o  the day a8 conveniently a3 p o s a l b l e ,  without 
calllng special attention t o  I t  by flaunting your *‘rfghteousness” 
openly before him, 

-- 



Nearly &lwayaJ problems of this type arise when 
QIM member is lacking in wisdom, and trying to appear OVERLY 
RIGHTEOUS -- as a sanctimonious studious "spf~:'L tual" person -- 
but frm a wmng motlve! If szudy and prayer is done in the 
a t t i t u d e  cf self-righteousness, a l l  the  whl le  t h ink ing  how 

carnal,'' how "evil" your mate is for HOT atudylng and praying -- he will be immedlatel anta onl~ed, ar?d your study and prayer 
11 

w i l r h a c e n  -++ In va n n t i e  SI% of' God anyhow! 

Do epend enQugh t h e  In fervent pmyer, Prayer $ 9  
needed t o  d r a w  close t o  God and to grow In faith, but spend 
t ime In prayer when unconverted members of your family w o n t t  
be c o n s t a n t l y  noticlng It. Remember It Is the kind of' earnest 
prayer and Bib le  study t h a t  counts -- not I d l e  TGiF spent in 
prayer to be noticed by others. 
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