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T h e  P L A I N  TRUTH 
I Moga-rne of UNDERSTANDING 

Dear Frfend: 

Should we preach the Gospel f rom door to doar? This is one of our 
constant questions e 

Jesus Christ has solemnly commanded His true ministers t o  proclaim 
the Gospel of t h e  Kfngdom in a l l  the world as a witness t o  all natlons 
before t h e  end of this preaent age (Matt. 24:14), He also said that the 
Gospel must be published among a l l  nations [Mark 13 :lo). 

In fulfilling this dlvtne commissionl ahould w e  go frm house t o  
house d i s t r ibut ing  literature and talking w i t h  people in nn effort to con- 
vert them? Are we following t h e  example of t h e  e a r l y  New Testament Church 
if w e  go from house to house preaching the Gospel? 

There is a passage of Scripture in Acts 20:2Q which mlght  to 
support this b e l i e f  IF only one verse is read and taken out of ILS proper 
setting. One might a w m e  that the A p o s t l e  Paul went from house t o  house 
in order t o  preach the Gospel of t h e  KingUom ta t h e  unconverted. But 

-I- 

when we read the entire paragraph begtnning w i t h  the 17th verse, we can 
understand the intended meaning. The Apostle Paul " -. .Sent to Ephesus I 

and cal led t h e  ElD?ZRS of the church . . . ' I  and said to them, "I ... have 
tnught YOW publ l e ly ,  and from hause to hound' (Acts  20:17-20). 
teachinu t h e  leaders of the church in t he i r  own homes. He was NOT 
teaching the Wconverted from door Eo door! 

Paul. WES 

Here i s  another misunderstood scripture: "And ( t h e  twelve 
aposkles and other d i s c i p l e s ) ,  continuing da l ly  with one accord in t h e  
temple, and breaking bread f rom house to house, did eat their meat w i t h  
gladness. ( A c t s  2:46). Notice tha t  these people w e r e  a l l  Ln harmony. 
They continued d a i l y  w i t h  "one accord." 
l i e f .  

- 
They were all o f t h e  bc- 

Many had congregated at Jerusalem from many nations in order to 
attend one of God's annual F e s t i v a l s ,  Pentecost. Because they had 
traveled K long dtstance and because they had no home in Jerusalem, the 
brethren who lived there fnv i ted  them t o  c m e  to t h e i r  homes w d  cat.  
(The eatfng o f  a common meal is referred to as "breaking bread" in t h e  
K i n g  James Version. 
Lord's Supper,] The converted brethren ate in t h e  homes of other con- 
vcrted brethren-not in thr? homes of  the unconverted. They d i d  not go 
to t h e  house of t h e  unconverted to  peach to them, rather they preachod 
the Gospel to them in the synagogues and In t h e  temple. They fo l lowed 
t h e  direct command of Jesus Christ t o  the seventy disciples he had prc- 
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-- 



vious ly  sent to preach the G o s p e l .  
hause'' (Luke 1Q:7) 

He said: " . ,.Go NOT from heuse t Q  

The Apostle Paul had h i s  own h i r e d  house at Rome where he "received 
a l l  that  CAME WEPPO RIM, preaching the kingdom of God" which Jesus had 
Com"dt?d H i s  true servants to preach ( A c t s  28:30). Paul did NOT go 
from hause to house preaching to sinners and unconverted people. He 
preached to them in the synagogue. After some became converted leaders 
of Godqs true Church, then t h e  A p c g t l e  Paul v i s i t e d  and taught them in 
t h e i r  homes. 

I_ 

Today the Gospel Is being preached to the entire nation by radio. 
Anyone ks at l iber ty  to Llsten OT te close h i s  ems and r e j e c t  it-- 
merely by turning the dial of h i s  radio. 
published, It is being sent free o f  charge to all who request it. And, 
also, as in %he exampLe-gIYa~in4he -Plw Testament r w e  go-hto the hmea 
of converted brethren who request that we do 80 f L n  order t o  counsel with 
and baptize them. But w e  do go, uninvited, into the homes o f  uncon- 
verted people in order to teach them. l e  should never at tempt  to force 
God's truth on anyone. In Matthew 7 : 6 ,  Christ showed that the  truth 1s 
too precious for that. 

The Gospel is also being 

'Phis 1s the example of Jesus Chrkst, the t w e l v e  apoatl-es, and t h e  
kpastle Paul. Let US follm ft. 
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