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Pear Friend: 

Are the laat twelve vereres of MmWa Uoapel J n a p h d ?  

One of the moat controveralal pointa of Scrlpture is 
Although whether Mark 16:9-20 l a  actually a part of Scriptum. 

I t  appema in the King James Version, many other tranalatiom 
either l a b e l  t h l a  section aa an appendix or leave l t  A n  the 
footnotee  88 in the controversial Revised Standma Version of 
the B k b l e .  The Moffatt Translation, together with the Qoodapeed 
and othere, not only haa the long ending found In the King Jamea 
Version, b u t  it also h m  another  ahorter ending, 

Since the Blble ia a revelation from Ood about thoBe 
et38entLal. facta whfch we need to mow, but which we have no 
other way of obtalnhg, it I s  ve ry  Important that we know w h a t  
eonstitutea She Bible. If thia laat portIan o r  Markla G o s W  
is a p u r l o u e , T  =time we learned of the fact. 
genuine,. it l a  v i t a l  that we b e l i e v e  w h a t  I t  contaka. 

If It is 

Let UB brief ly  understand the facts behind the contro- 
verey. The elghth verae of Mark, chapter 16, enda abruptly -- seemingly at a place where I t  would be natural t o  hwe'the  
thought continue. Why? There have been two reasons generally 

. poatulrtted, (1) That Mark qriglnally wrote an en- that h a m  
been totally loat, the preaent en-s being merely additLQna 
by la ter  cop-jtllsts. That  for aome yet  unlcnawn reaaon Mark 
w a a  not permiStted to flnlah Ma Goapel, and that probably 
another emon wrote an ending. The acholara are, of coume, 

I t  WBB merely the addition of another copyist. It might be 
Important to brlng In at this po ln t  the fact that almost d l  
BchoPars dlemLsa the gecondary short  en- found Zn the t ~ a n a -  
Eationa of Moffatt, Gooderpeed, and ochers. In HastAngrs 

(2)  

in confie  + on a& to whether this ending waa Inspired, or whether 

Dictlona of C h & t  and the  60s els It l a  plainly stated that 
d ~ M ~ i ~ o ~ o u n  + n any of the early Church 
wrlters . We can therefore consider  i t - a s  merely th;? adatJon 

*" 
Of 8 C Q p n B t .  



Tbe longer ending t o  MarWs Gospel, 18 however, quoted 
extremely early. 

wr l t l nga ,  although not a8 a true quotation. N Q ~  only dld 
Irenaeua accept it &a a part of Mark'a Uospel when arguing with 
"heretics," but, says Hastings: "No miter before Eusebiua 28 

spite of M a  great authority, did  not  follow hla  judgment In the 
matter." 
Mstorlan In the d a p  af Emperor Constantine,) 

the longer ending 8 8  preeerved in the common English versfms. 
But were they Inaplred? 

Mark 16:lg I s  quoted aa 8 art of Mark's 
accomt b Irenaeus In A alnat Wereaies-k. % # m s w k e n  

d 8  A.D. There + are a ualons to it 3m even earlier 

known to have re ected them, and their  preaence in a l l  later 
MSS (manuscripte shows that the 8uccemor8 of Ew8bYW, in 

( E w e b l u s  was the court favorite and the church 

Theae facta point pladnlg t o  the great antiquity of 

Let u8 consider now the common Idea that the real 

Notice 

en- of Mark was lost. Since the Bible explaZna that the Word 
of the Lord endures forever, are we to &Baume th&t 80 important 
a hatter as the resurrection wa8 allowed to perlah? 
chapter 36 of Jeremiah, veme 23. Here one of the scrall~ con- 
t a i n i n g  the inapired words of the Lord w m  cut w i t h  a penlmlfe 
and caat i n t o  a fire and t o t a l l y  destroyed. Did Uod leave it 
to 80me copyist to guess what it might have contained? No! 
Bmuch, the ecrlbe of Jetwmiah, was ordered to w r l t e  A n  a new 
rrcroll "all the former words C h a t  were In the flrat roll"(verse 
28)- So one of the baalc prlnciplea I s  that Qodis i m p i r e d  Word 

' 

can not periall, -- 
Now turn t o  M&Fk 16. Since bod doe8 not allow IUa 

W Q F ~  t o  perlah, I t  I t s  logical that there never were added 
vsraes new lost. 

The anayler l a  def-tely that I t  l a  an INSPIRED 
ending. 

If these last verse8 of Mark's (toapel are left out, 
the book Uoea not come t o  an orderly conclualon a& Boea every 
other book in the Bible. 

F f m r o o f x  lete  A m  ired and wholly 

b p a r t  of the Word of God, 

H u m a n  w r l t f n g s  are f i l l e d  with er ror#  

reeremred through t e power *&&B D BF8 an 
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