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Dear Friend: 

How shoulU we view t h e  A m e r i c a n  cuatom of celebrating 
Thanksglvlng Dag? 

The Thanksgiving holiday was e8tablZBhed In compara- 
tively recent yeara. It l e ,  of course, not: mentioned in 
Scripture -- but the principle of attending and celebmting 
national holiday8 l a  made clear In Scripture.  

Tknksgfvfng m y  WRB eatablished by the early ooloniata, 
not by m y  DXvIne authorLty. But t h i s  in Itself does not make 
it wrong to celebrate with good fellowahlp, Notice the example 
of Jseua Christ. In John 10:22 we find that C h r i s t  attended the 
"Feast of Dedlcatlon," which wa8 eatabl i shed by the JewEi years 
before to commemorate the purlflcation of the temple at 
Jerusalem. T h a t  day was celebrated on the annlveraapy of the 
day that the reeatabllshment of Divine worship occurred after 
Antitochua Eplphanes had been vanquished and the temple purlfied 
about 165 B.c* 

Jesus' attendance at that annual holiday clearly I l l u s -  
trated that  I t  l a  not wrong to attend or celebrate a natLona1 
holiday established for an honorable: purpose. Thew wag nothing 
wrong In the Jews' celebrating the dedication of the temple and 
g i v i n g  God special gratitude on tha t  day, God l e d  Eethe r  and 
Mordecal to eatabllah the Feast of P w A m  in comemoratlon of the 
miraculous deliverance of the  Jews from bloody Haman (gee the 
laat chapter of" Eather) ,  

course, no apecial aigniflcance f o r  the non-Jew -0 juat 88 
Thanbglvlng Day holds no special Blgnlficance for our non- 
Amerfcm brethren scattered around the world. God permits these 
customs only If they do not get out of hand. What God ex reasl 
forbids -- is the observance of pagan festivals w m E e - & d  - 8 8  delibeyate substltutea - EP the  pFr? and -"on. We 
are not t o  adopt in God I s  worship ose customs w €E heathen 
uaed in serving thelts gods. But I t  l a  proper and f l t t l n g  fo r  
nat ional  leadera to s e t  aside t i m e  f o r  the whole nation to g i v e  
God special thanhi for H I S  unique bounty to this nation. 

The national holldays celebrated by the Jews have, of 

Thank~gkvmg Dag waa f i r a t  celebrated by the Pllgrima 
In 1621 after their  first  harvest had been entirely reaped. 
On that day, they paid tribute to God f o r  a11 their b o u n t i h l  
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and undeserved materla1 and aplritual blessings, Thanksgiving 
Day gradually became neglected and was revived during the C l v i l  
War as a day of special national thanbgiwing for preserving 
thie na t ion ,  This American Thanksgiving Day doea not  have a 
pagan origin despite the cla lma of certaLn fr inge K t a .  It; 
is not usually celebrated with pagan ceremonlal customs 3x1 
honor of pagan traditions and gods, as are Christmas, aster 
and Walloween, If t h i s  natlonal holiday becomes corrupted, 
t h e n  it would be Mgh t i m e  to reject; I t :  -- but generally is not 
BO celebrated today. 

This day of n a t i o n a l  t-nksgfvlng can be enjoyed by 
o w  brethren In Amerlca with an especially deep underatanding 
becauae we lolow t h a t  our peraonal and national proaperity have 
come solely as the Tesult of Godla promise to Abraham -- and as 
a reault of M a  eholce of t h i a  nat ion 8s the springboard f o r  
H I S  Church in - this  generatton. 

holiday any more than we celebrate the Jews1 Peasta  of Dedicatlon 
and Purim. W h a t  we a l l  do celebrate are thoae divinely appornted 
Holy Daya apd Festival8 established by God In Hla Word f o r  a l l  
men. We neveF regard a n a t i o n a l  holiday with the same reapect, 
awe and reverence a9 w e  do God's Sabbath and His Holy Days. 
National  trolida 8 are juat t h a t  -- holidays, not Holy Days. They 
are a t i m e  o 
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Our brethren 5n other  nationa do n o t  celebrate this 

+ secular pleasure and gratitude, notMng more. 

But In the m i d s t  of the Thanksgiving seaaon, let's not 
neglect Paul.1~ command isl Ephesians 5 :  20 to "give thanks alwaya , '' 
Let'a not  make a mockery of God's special blesalnga to this 
nation. 


