
Dear Friend: 

Should Chrlmtlma swear by an oath? 

The teaching of Jesus and of the early lnaplred true 
New Teatanlent Church was not to B W ~ P  under any circumstances. 
The Scripturea are very p m  on thls point: “But above a l l  --- , my brethren, SWEAR N O T  , . but l e t  your yea be yea; %= your nay, nay; lest ye f a l l  into condemnation“ (Jas. 5:12). 

Jesua Himself peramally inatructed: “. , . I say 
unto you, #Swear not at all; nei ther  by the heaven; for it is 
Qodte throne: Nor by the earth; for It l a  his foots tool :  
n e i t h e r  by Jerusalem; f o r  I t  la the city of the great King, 
Neither  shalt thou swear by t h y  head because thou canst no t  
make one hair white or black. ’But let your comunlcatlon be, 
Y e a ,  yea; Nay, nay: for whataoever A B  more than these cometh 
or evil (the evil one, or of s i n ) ’ ’ ’  (Matt, 5 ~ 3 3 - 3 7 ) .  

perfom the oath and w e  would be taEdng the name of God in 
va5.n. 

Here Jesus warna agalnst swear- became we cannot 

Not only l a  I t  wrong t o  lie under oath, but we aa 
’ morhl hmm beings are. BO prcne to astaken Judgment or lack 

of laowledge that any e r ro r  we would make under oath would be 
to take the name of God 3.n vain, It Is sLn! -------- 

we a m ~  merely to Bay, “ ~ e a ,  I‘ or WO, ‘I to the beat 

name in valn. It is the law of the  IJnlted State8 to permit 
affirmation -- that is, say “yeS” or ‘kNo’’ - -- without  ralatng 
the hand to awear. 

Of OUT WldeFatmding. men we =I? nQt g u i l t y  Of Using Qad’s 

If men are not to swear by 811 oath, how are we to 
account for the fact  t h a t  God meam by H i m s e l f ?  (Heb, 6:13-X7; 
Ps. 11O:Lf; Luke 1:73*) In Isalah 45:23, Gad haa B W O ~  that 
every h e e  shall y e t  bau to Hlm. w 

b e l m g B  to Ood. Qod alone h m  Infallible judgment. When we 
are made immortal membera of the God family, psophecy prmea 
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that we shall 3wear by God becausle we shall be God -- members 
of the 008 family. Then we shall f i e ~ p ~ e ~ o  pepform 
o w  oatha. T h i s  we cannot do now. 

Jesus, WMle in the flesh, d i d  not  swear, setting us 
an exam le (I Pet. 2:21). Men In O l d T s t a m e ~ m e a  d i d  swear, 
but 
eXerCl8e such a r i g h t .  

- was not  revealed ta them that  Gad alone can properly -- + 
The WOM of a Christian is to be One GREAT 

c h a r a c t e r l . s t l c T G o d  ia the i n f a l l i b i l i t p  A B S O L r  
a u r e t y  of HIS Word! Our word -- o w  slmp e "Yes," or "NQ,'' 1s 
to be worth f a G r e  than thousands of oaths, sworn by th la  or 
that! Paul did call upon God aa his witness! 
I t  . . .. b e f a r g o d ,  I: LIE NOT!" (Ifal. 1:20). He affirmed that 
he was telling the TRUTH, but he d i d  not awear ''bylf anything. 

People are held accountable according to the howl- 
edge posseaaed. We now h o w  from the  very word8 of Jesua th&tt 
it I s  wrong f o r  mortal men to swear by an oath at any t ime ,  
Taklng an oath is a Dlv lne prerogative. 

Paul said: 

- 

- -,c ... - _- . 
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