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A W O R L D -  W K D E  B R O A D C A S T  

W h i o g :  
2% P L A I N  T R U T H  

&g&e of "- 
Dear Friend: 

D o e s  the scripture "and the smoke of 
aacendeth up f o r  eveF and ever" contradict the 
reada "and the wicked ahall be ashes under the 
fee=?" 

their torment 
paeeage t h a t  
eolea of o w  

The Bible doe8 NOT contradict l t a e l f !  (John 110:35). 

Malachi 4:3 proves that the wicked wlll D I E  -- 
they will be burned 
is not i m o r t Z T X  
t h e x a k e d !  The eouh le 'MORTAL 
w h a t  is the meaning of 
their torment aecendeth up for ever and ever , , . I '  

There is no contradiction here! 

Notice that verse 8 glvea the TIME SETTINO of thia 
paasage. It is epeaking about the impending fa l l  of "Babylon" 
-- 8 great religious-political ayatem which is the RESURRECTED 
R a  EMPIBE l e d  by the symbolic h a r l o t  "woman" -- the great 
apoa ta te ,  paganized church falsely calling hereelf "Chrie tfan. '' 

Verses 9 and 10 say: ". Tf any man wurship the 
& & e t  (the coming Wnlted Sta tea  of Euro e -- the resurmcted 
Roman Empire) and hla image l t h e  Papacyp, and receive hie 
mark . he shall ba tormented w i t h  fire and brimatone , . , 
in the preeence of the I"" ( t h a t  l a , a t C h r i e t t e  aecond 
coming) : 

Those who have a part in this church-etate syetem 
of "Babylon," and who receive t h i a  frightful puniehment fram 
Almlghty Qod, have "na rest day or night" a8 long a8 they 
remain in that land falllng under God's wrath! They w1.31 
either have t o  flee that area and seek Clod's mercy or be 
tormented by eulphurous fumea till they periah. 

individuals are being tormented forever  in an ever-burning 
h e l l .  Verse 11 8ap:  ". . ." The SMOXE: of t he i r  torment 
ascendeth up fur ever and ever , . ." It l a  the smoke that 
aacenda forever. It does n o t  say the fire bums forever, 
but that the smoke that l a  already up there continuoualy &a- 
cendg! 15 mppens even today whenever Elrea bum up, but 
smoke l e  still in the  air! 

Notice that thla paasage does NOT say theme 
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T U 8  fire Sa on the earth, not  in BO~W "he11" 
away off! 

So the Bib le  plainly teaches that flesh and 
blood La subject to combustion and death, Malachi 4e3 
aaya the aahea of the wicked will f i n a l l y  be under the 
fee$ of t m g h t e o u s .  And If the wicked are forever 
aahea after the earth l a  burned, then t h e i r  smoke (or 
ashee In - the a i r )  w i l l  remain in the atmoaphere "for 
ever 6ia" e v e r F  So there 18 no contradtction between 
t h e w  veraes! me wlcked will be DESmOYED and will 
d i e  that death -- the second death -- from which there 
l a  never a resurrection (Rev. 20:6,14). 

921 


