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Dear Friend: 

We continually receive let ters asklng: ''Should a 
noman wear a covering on her head In church?" 

Some chwches require women t o  wear v e l l a  OF hats 
in church. They c l a h  I Corknthlans m i - 1 6  aa auppoaed 
scriptural proof. They quote verse 6 apeclfically: "For 
if the woman be not covered, l e t  her a l s o  be shorn: but if 
it be B shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, l e t  her 
be covered. '' 

Other chuxlches use this Bame aeripture aa support 
for th&r doctrlne that women should never c u t  thelr hair. 

Modernists contend that whatever P a u l  taught the 
Corinthian Church I s  not for us today anyway -- and they 
proceed to do 8s they please, 

What is the t ru th?  

Same contend Paul required women t o  wear vvella 

---- 

because it was the custom of the day f o r  women to w e a r  v e i l s  
in public places of worship.  Thia is NOT true! Let's get 

. our facta a t m i g h t .  

Smith's MctlonaPy of the Bible ar t ic le  "Veil" --- 
gives UB the answer. "In ancient times, the veil was 
adopted only in exceptlonal caae8, el ther  as an article of 
ornamental dress . or by betrothed maidens In the 
preaence of their  huabanda, especially at the t ime  of the 
wedding . . or &women of 1 m s e  character fo r  purpo~~ea 
of concealment (hn. 3WiTT). Butgeneral ly  s p m n g ,  wmen 
both married and unmarried appeared in public with t he l r  
faces exposed, both among the  Jews . . . and among the 
Egyptlans and Aasyr lans,  as proved by the Invariable 
abaence of the veil I n  the sculpture and paintings of these 
peoples a 

Paul's day. It is interestlng to note that the fa l len  
church pictured in Revelation 17, the fountain-head of 

r-- 
Y 

It was not cuatomayy f o r  women to wear veils in 

harlotry, cummands its women to'wear coverings o v e ~  shaven 
heada In their r e l l g l o u s  orders. 



What Saul taught is this: as man 2.8 the head of 
woman, it is Improper f o r  men to have a cover- in a 
religious aervice a s  a symbol of subjection (I Cor. 11:4). 
The only exception m B  long halr In the Nazarlts vow, a 
token of aubjectlon to God f o r  a apeclal tlme ( N u n .  6 : 5 ) .  
Men sre otherwise commanded: "Doth not even nature itself  
teach you, that, If a man have long halr, I C  l a  a shame 
unto M m ? "  (verae 14). Men wearing long hair, 8 f m t h  
the younger generation, are effeminate an8 no effeminate 
man aha l l  Inherit God's Klngdw! But  w h a t  about 8 w o ~ ?  
"But If a woman have Ion h a T r ,  it is a glory to her: far - her HAIX - ia Blven h e r d  --- a c o v e r i n ~ "  (verse 15). 

MAfR as the "covering, I' or v e i l .  
' ' ~over lng '~  %n verse 15 means "vel1 I' Sea the margin of the 
King Jameg. Version. So the covering is - not  00me hat, or 

Notice! Paul, under inaplrat ion,  speaks of LON0 
The Oreek word f o r  

piece Of Cloth. 

PaUL does not say t h a t  women must wear something 
over their hair. I n x a d ,  he says: "Doth not even nature . 
i t a e l f  teach you, that . . . if a woman have lon h a m t  
is a g l o r y  t o  her: for her haiw. I s  given her &a=ering. " 

Because "long haPr'' is mentioned, some &re arxlafd 

~ n g  hair IS an i n a c a t i o n  that 
to cut their hair at all. The text doeen't read uncut hair; 
it reads only "long hair.'' 
a wman l a  wflllng to be in subjection to a man, and that 
ahe aclmowlsdgea the special need for protection by angels -- 
beyond the ordinary protection which angels glve to men 
(verse 10). Hair, cut lon eno h to look feminlne and 
honorable, l a  a p p r o s a  e XE?%E~IZF length, o x m g e r ,  
i a  a a a t l e 9 a c t o m  standard. If a wornan wears her hair a0 
short  that  it l&ka l i k e  a man's, then ahe ought t o  be ahom 
or shaven -- the aymbol of a Tallen woman. 

-- d-- 

7 

To be ''ahom'' (verse 6 )  mean8 to be closely clipped. 
SOrae Small Sect8 contend that any CU6t-g  of hair Elem8 to 
be shorn. 
ahom hair. There is no Bible command anmhere a a a l n a t u t t h w  

-- Thie I s  untrue, Properly cut-long hair I s  not 
I 

hair withln the length wMch looks feminlhe and h&orabIe. 

Many .nomen t o h y  are, however, wearing their hair 
too ahort. They 
(verse 1 5 ) .  It 
not Dome plene af 


