
Local Assemblies 

H 

Are NOT Social Clubs 
Believe it or not, assembling together in local grozlps or 
chzlrches may lead to loss of salvation to many-unless these 

pitfalls are avoided! 

ERE is what our newly converted 
brethren need to know. 
TRUE, we are commanded not 

to forsake assembling ourselves together 
-and so much the more in these last 
days, as we approach the Day of the 
Eternal and the second coming of 
Christ. 

But there are pitfalls. Those inex- 
perienced and unlearned in all the in- 
struction of God to His ministers would 
never see them. They would trap the 
unwary and the innocent. And they are 
a very real and potential danger! 

You have heard me say often that 
most of the worldly churches have de- 
generated into SOCIAL CLUBS. 

Most of us probably would never be- 
lieve that could happen to any of us! 
We just don’t think of ourselves in that 
language. Yet some of those oldest in 
our fellowship have actually fallen into 
that snare without realizing it! 

When the PURPOSE of assembling in 
a local group departs from God’s pur- 
pose-when the method of conducting 
the local assembly departs from the 
Bible instructions and example, mem- 
bers often are driven away from God 
and into loss of eternal life! 

For the safety and welfare of all, I 
must speak plainly and candidly. God 
commands His true ministers: “Them 
that sin rebuke before all, that others 
also may fear. I charge thee before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
elect angels, that thou observe these 
things without preferring one before 
nnotbev, doing nothing by partiality” 
(I Tim. 5:20-21). 

An Unscriptural Attitude 
Some, who have attended a Iocal con- 
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gregation of God’s Church for years, 
have gradually succumbed to the in- 
fluence of Satan and the pull of the 
flesh, until they have come to look on 
the purpose and function of the local 
church something like this (and I 
summarize their unscriptural view as a 
warning to ALL !) : 

“We just want to have peace,” they 
protest, justifying their departure from 
the BIBLE ways. “We just want to at- 
tend church every Sabbath, and enjoy 
the fellowship, without having any 
preacher lambast us, or tell us what’s 
wrong with us, or use the Scriptures to 
hit at us. W e  want a pastor who will 
show LOVE toward us, by letting us do 
as we please, and as each of us sees it 
for himself. We don’t want a pastor to 
use the Bible to strike out at us, and 
tell us we’re wrong, and make us feel 
uncomfortable. 

“And another thing,” this attitude 
continues, “we want to have the ‘say- 
so’ in what we do, and how our serv- 
ices are conducted. W e  don’t want any 
part in what our pastor calls ‘God’s 
Work‘-that’s just his own personal 
work, and we’re not interested, and we 
don’t want to hear about it-we want 
no pact in it. We don’t care anything 
about going into all the world and pro- 
claiming the Gospel. We don’t care 
anything about whether people in Flor- 
ida or Maine or Britain are being 
brought into the Truth and converted 
-they live too far away for us to enjoy 
fellowship with them, and so we have 
no interest in them, and don’t want to 
be bothered or made uncomfortable 
even hearing about them.” 

Rather astonishing, isn’t it, that peo- 
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ple who have heard God’s TRUTH 
preached for many years-people who 
at first accepted it in the love of God, 
professed it, started out practicing it- 
should, through the years, full away 
from the Truth, reject new truth as it 
is uncovered, begin to embrace false 
doctrines and errors, and finally come 
to such an attitude as above quoted? 

It Has Happened Here! 
But I assure you, my brethren, that 

such has happened! I do not here ac- 
cuse any individual. I say to those con- 
cerned, look down deep into your own 
hearts! If the shoe fits, either put it 
on and wear &-INTO THE LAKE OF 
FIRE, TO BE B U R N E D ! ~ ~  else REPENT 

before it is everlastingly TOO LATE! 

But to those who do not share this de- 
generated, carnal attitude, I say, “I 
don’t mean you!” 

But that’s not all. Hear some more of 
this attitude into which ANY ONE OF 
us might degenerate, unless we are 
AWAKE to the danger! 

These people, if they express how 
they really feel, would continue to 
say : 

“We just want to EN JOY this fellow- 
ship and Sabbath services each Sabbath. 
We want it to be a change-a rest 
from our weekly work and routines-a 
place where we can come for diversion 
and ENJOYMENT, and we want it to be 
uplifting and encouraging, so that we 
can go home feeling better pleased with 
ourselves. We don’t want a pastor get- 
ting us all upset by showing us our 
sins-telling us that because we were 
divorced and remarried we are living in 
adultery -telling us w c  are robbing 
God if we don’t pay tithes. Why, we 
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don’t think God would be fair if He 
split up families just because one mem- 
ber has a former, living husband or 
wife-and we don’t want any of OUR 
money to go into a Work we don’t 
consider is OUR work, and we don’t 
want any of our money to go to the 
preacher, either. Just because it is 
taught from Pasadena that divorce and 
remarriage is adultery-just because 
Armstrong and his worshipers say it’s 
a sin if we don’t pay tithes-well, if 
we disagree with what is taught at 
Pasadena, that’s our God - given 
right! We want the right to be- 
lieve as we reason it out for ourselves. 
We want a preacher to show LOVE 

toward us by telling us how good we 
are, and sending us home better pleased 
with ourselves, feeling good, encour- 
aged for the week ahead.” 

Perverted Love ! 

To these people, the minister who 
properly uses God’s Word as God com- 
mands, to correct and reprove, is not 
showing love. The preacher who will 
twist the Word of God to lull them to 
sleep in their sins-actually condemn- 
ing them to everlasting DEATH-iS 

showing what they call love! 
Some of them derive a certain satis- 

faction out of a disagreement with 
God’s chosen servant. Instead of feeling 
guilty where the BIBLE condemns what 
they are doing or believing, it seeming- 
ly elevates their ego. If they can con- 
vince themselves that God’s chosen 
servant is wrong, and they are right in 
various points of Scripture, then they 
feel superior. This helps them ride 
right over their sins. But they are riding 
straight into the jaws of ETERNAL 

We might think: “Why, that 
couldn’t happen to any of OUR people 
who have heard the TRUTH!” But I 
assure you, brethren, it has happened 
already, to a small few ! Thank God !- 
only a few! 

What is God’s sentence upon them ? 
Listen! 

“It is IMPOSSIBLE for thosc who wcrc 
once enlightened, and have tasted of 
the heavenly gift, and were made par- 
takers of the Holy Spirit, dnd haw 
tasted the good word of G o d .  . . if they 
shall fall away, to renew them again 

DEATH! 

unto repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh” 
(Heb. 6 : 4 - 6 ) .  

Let it be a warning to ALL, and let 
all FEAR, and TREMBLE before the All- 
powerful WORD OF GOD 

Why, we would not be the True 
Church of God, unless a few had 
turned away from the Truth! 

It happened in the churches God 
raised up thru the Apostle Paul. 
Leaders rose up and turned brethren 
against Paul. To the elders from Ephe- 
sus, Paul said: 

“For I know this, that after my de- 
parting shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. Also 
of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them” (Acts 20:29-30). 

It happened to Paul. It has happened 
in our experience. But never fear! All 
such shall be dealt with, by the power 
of God. God is showing His servants 
what they must do. And we shall know 
by the fruits-the RESULTS-whether 
the power and the authority of GOD in 
His chosen ministers is the stronger, 
and master of the situation, or whether 
perverted and disgruntled human self- 
will can triumph! God will DEMON- 
STRATE His power thru His servants! 
The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against GOD’S Church ! 

Purpose of Churches 

Brethren, if we are to continue to 
grow-and to grow SPIRITUALLY as 
well as in number-we must remem- 
ber that the PURPOSE of the church is, 
first, to GO INTO ALL THE WORLD and 
preach Christ’s GOSPEL. The FIRST 

commission to the church is just that. 
Anyone who looks on that grcat com- 
mission of Christ as “Armstrong’s pri- 
vate work’ is just not a member of 
GOD’S one, True Church. 

Anyone who does not have his whole 
heart in that Work IS NOT A MEMBER 

OF GOD’S TRUE CHURCH, and has 
no right whatsoever to attend or fellow- 
ship in any of its local congregations. 
The very FIRST purpose, then, of each 
local congregation is the FIRST purpose 
of God’s Church as a whole-to en- 
courage, pray for, hear reports about, 
and help-in whatever manner may 
be possible-the great Work of God in 

preaching and publishing the true Gos- 
PEL to all the world. 

After that comes the SECOND com- 
mission Christ gave His Church- 
“FEED THE FLOCK.” For this purpose, 
GOD has set some in His Church, first, 
Apostles, then preachers, and then 
teachers, to be HIS instruments in feed- 
ing the local flocks each Sabbath. 

No Elections or Politics 

Yes, it is GOD who has set Apostles, 
Evangelists, Pastors and teachers in His 
Church. The call must come from GOD. 
These men are merely HIS INSTRU- 
MENTS. He trains them and prepares 
them. 

And WHY? To FEED the Church of 
God, as Paul told the elders at Ephesus 
(Acts 20). “For the PERFECTING of the 
saints,” writes Paul in Ephesians 4:12- 
1 3 ;  “for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ: TILL 

we all come in the unity of the faith, 
and of the KNOWLEDGE of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” 

And HOW does God instruct His 
ministers to preach? Does He say, 
“Don’t tell them their sins”? Does God 
say to the ministers, “You arc sinners 
yourselves, so you can’t tell others their 
sins-instead, show love by ENCOUR- 
AGING them in their sins” ? 

God’s Command 

God commands, “CRY ALOUD, SPARE 

NOT,. . . and SHOW MY PEOPLE THEIR 

TRANSGRESSION.” 

God’s instruction to ministers of lo- 
cal churches is this: 

“I charge thee therefore before God 
. . . PREACH THE WORD; keep at it in 
season, out of season; REPROVE, RE- 

BUKE, EXHORT with all patience and 
doctrine” (I1 Tim. 4 : l - 2 ) .  He said the 
time would come when some in con- 
gregations ministered by GOD’S TRUE 

MINISTERS “will not endure sound doc- 
trine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers. . . 
turning away their ears from the 
TRUTH.” 

Brethren, do you realize what that 
means ? 

In God’s True Church, GOD has set 
(Pledse continue on page 20) 
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Local Assemblies NOT Social Clubs 
(Continzled from #age 8 )  

HIS ministers in charge. He has given 
them AUTHORITY. He has authorized 
them to bind and to loose. He has told 
them to RULE-to preach the WORD 
which, like a sharp two-edged sword 
cuts both ways and is profitable for 
correction, reproof, instruction. But this 
shows the people would try to SELECT 

THEIR OWN pastor--“heap to tbem- 
Jelves teachers.” Not the teachers God 
set over them-those of THEIR choos- 
ing, who would show their kind of per- 
verted “love” by turning them away 
from the TRUTH, pleasing them with 
what they want to hear! 

God’s true ministcrs will never do 
that! 

God’s ministers will never allow local 
assemblies to become mere social clubs ! 

Should the brethren HATE God’s 
minister when he properly uses God’s 
Word, and declares it boldly? If he 
does this, God will CHASTEN many in 
the congregation thru him. 

True, God says, “Now no chastening 
for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous.” 

What IS Love? 

But what is GOD’S kind of LOVE in 
this regard? “For whom the Lord LOV- 

ETH he chastenetb” (Heb. 12:6) .  
“My son, despise NOT thou the chas- 
tening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him,” says God 
(Verse 5) .  “If ye be without chastise- 
m a t . .  . then are ye bastards, and not 
sons” (Verse 8). 

What about those few disgruntled, 
unhappy and rebellious ones who twist 
the Truth into believing a preacher 
shows “LOVE” by condoning them in 
their sins? Notice the inspired defini- 
tion of love: 

“For this is the LOVE of GOD, that 
we keep his commandments” (I  John 

And we break one of God’s com- 
5 : 3 ) .  

mandments when we live in adultery. 
And when we STEAL from God by em- 
bezzling HIS TITHE, we break another! 
There are TEN Commandments-not 
just one about the Sabbath! 

God has given instruction in HIS 
WORD as to how His ministcrs whom 
He has set in authority shall deal with 
those who have thus departed from 
HIS LOVE, and who stir up dissension 
among brethren. 

Authority to Act ! 

We learn by experience. In past years 
your Pastor tried to show “love” by 
not acting drastically or harshly with 
such people. God has punished him, 
and brought him to see how such 
people MUST be dealt with, for 
a little leaven will leaven the whole 
lump. And hereafter God’s ministers 
will demonstrate IN POWER, if neces- 
sary, the authority God has given, and 
carry out His instructions, that the love 
and the spiritual growth of THE MANY 

shall not be perverted and destroyed 
by a FEW! 

If, in any local church, one member, 
or a few, offend and endanger the spir- 
itual health of the whole body, Jesus’ 
teaching is to “CUT IT OUT,” for it’s 
better to enter into the Kingdom with 
one arm, or one foot, than to perish in 
gehenna fire! 

In this way, it shall be possible in the 
future for ALL the membership to be 
FILLED with the true LOVE and the 
JOY of God the Father-and, rejoicing 
together, we may PRESS FORWARD to- 
ward the mark for the prize of the 
HIGH CALLING of God in Christ Jesus! 


