
Did Jesus Teach against 
the Sabbath? 

Jesus came f r o m  healJen bearing a startling message f rom God to  man ---the gospel 
of the  k ingdom of God-and to train disciples who  were to  found the N e w  Testa- 
ment church which would carry the same gospel world-wide. W h a t  were the practices 

of Jesus? W h a t  did H e  teach His disciples? 

by Herman L. Hoeh 

Part IV 
T IS shocking but true-the teach- 

ings of Jesus and the inspired early I New Testament church are nor be- 
ing preached by most churches today. 
The  hundreds of denominations which 
resulted from the Protestant Reforma- 
tion have NEVER regained the true faith 
which was corrupted for centuries by the 
great apostacy that occurred immediare- 
ly after t h e  death of the apostles. 

T h e  apostacy was working secretly in 
Paul’s day (I1 Thess. 2 :  7 ) .  Later Jude 
wrote with great anxiety that the breth- 
irii bhould conrend earnestly for the 
true faith which was delivered by Jesus 
and the apostles, because there were cer- 
tain men ALREADY CREPT I N  who were 
perverting the true gospel (Jude 3 , 4 )  I 

It’s time we examined the teachings 
of Jesus, the apostles and the early 
church. Was Sunday the day for religious 
worship? Were  Christmas and Easter the 
festivals of the original church? 

Jesus Rejected Judaism 

Over nineteen centuries ago, Jesus 
Christ came from the throne of God 
bearing a message, the gospel of the 
kingdom of God (Mark  1 : 1 5 ) ,  among 
Jews who were steeped in Judn‘ ‘ ism- 
the traditions of the elders. In almost 
every act, and in almost cvcry statement, 
he was in conflict with their man-made 
teachings. 

You have probably heard the custom- 
ary assumption that the traditionr. which 
were so fashionable among the Jews. 
were the teachings of God contained in 
the Old Testament. 

This common assumption is false! 
Jesus himself said: “ W h y  do ye also 

transgress the  commandmen t  of God bj 
your trudition . , . teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men” (Matthew 
15:3-9; Mark 7:6-13). Judaism is no/ 
the pure Old Testament religion. It is a 
system of man-made aidi t ions and fa- 
bles that, as Jesus said, make the law of 
God of no effect. He never followed 
these foolish customs rhat the Jews de- 
veloped. 

Sure the Jews in Christ’s day clazmed 

to follow Moses. But did they really be- 
lieve Moses? “But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my 
words?” said Jesus in John 5:47. 

Jesus often turned to the writings of 
Moses to prove that H e  was the prophe- 
sied messenger of the  N e w  Covenant 
( Hebrews 8 :  6; 12 : 2 4 ) .  In connection 
with preaching the New Testament mes- 
sage, JesLis came to set His church an 
example of the way of life which they 
should follow ( I  John 2 : 6 ) .  Since Jesus 
rejected Judaism and set an example for 
the N e w  Testament church, let‘s see 
which days he observed and what  he 
commanded hi.r di.rcip1e.r to teach the  
church. 

Why Jesus Observed God’s Sabbath 

Luke tells us that from a child Jesus 
observed the passover and feast of un-  

2:41,42.) .  I t  was also t he  custom of 
Jesus as a youth to attend services on the 
sabbath. W h e n  starting his ministry, “he 
came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up:  and as his custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day, and stood up for to  read” (Luke 
4: 16). 

So we would nor be in doubt about 
Jesus’ teaching for the church, the gospel 
writers devote entire chapters to sabbath 
controversies which Jesus had with the 
Jews. Notice in Mark 2:23-28 the reply 
of Jesus when the Pharisees accused his 
disciples of breaking man-made regula- 
tions for the sabbath. Here wad the per- 
fect opportunity for  J ~ J U J  t o  tell hiJ 
d i~c ip l e s  exncily what they Jhould do 
about the sabbath. What did H e  [ell 
them? 

“The sabbath was made for 7n4n. and 
not man for the sabbath.” 

Here Jesus rejected the legalistic re- 
straints imposed by Judaism, but he up- 
held the original purpose of the sabbath 
-it was made to  serve m a d s  welfare. 

B y  what authority could Jesus give 
this explanation? By the fact that H e  
was “Lord also of the sabbath.’’ He orig- 
inally instituted the .sabbath at creation 
(Gen.  2 : 2 - 3  ) .  Paul said God created 

leavened bread with his family (Luke 

everything by Jesus Christ (Col. I :  16) .  
Because Jesus CREATED THE SABBATH, 
he taught t he  disciples, t he  future Iealer.~ 
.in the church. exactly h o u  he, U S  the 
Lord of the sabbath. intended thut ( lay 
to be used. 

Notice how different this is f r o m  must 
church teachings today. 

Now let’s turn to another account in 
the gospels. Luke 6:6-12 describes him 
explaining LO rhe Pharisees that it is 
lawful  t o  do good on the subbuth. Al- 
though continuously discrediring the ma- 
ditions of the Pharisees, Tesus neoer once 
in all his ministry told the disciples rhat 
then or later the sabbach would become 
a day of secular work. 

According to the Encyclopet l iu  Bib 
lza! page 4173, “Jesus revered che sab- 
bath . . .” This is the conclusion of the 
scholars and critics who have scudied the 
l i f t .  of Jesus. 

Once the Jews accused Jesus of brrak- 
ing the sabbath ( John  9 :  1 6 ) .  This 
charge, of course, meant only rhar he was 
violating their human rules for rhar day. 
Jesus never once broke the Sabbarh. H e  
taught his disciples HOW TO K E E P  I H E  

Jesus Observed Annual  Festivals, Too! 

W e  previously noted thar before his 
ministry, Jesus kept the a n n u l  spring 
festivals which God had given to Israel. 
H e  conrinued this same practice accord- 
ing to the gospel record. for we often 
find Jesus coming especially r o  Jrrusa- 
lem for the annual God-given festivals 
(John 2 :13 ,23 ) .  

taught his disciples r i m  his observance 
of the festivals should 11ot b e  followed 
by the church. This silence of JCSLIS is 
viral because Jesus always spoke o p d j  
against every evil of Judaism. His prac- 
rice among a people keeping these fes- 
tivals can m e a n  ?lothing Ic-.l-.t thr;n ! i d / /  

upproval of their oh.iervancr. 
The apostle John devoted ;in entire 

chapter to the presence of Jesiis a t  the 
fcax of tabeiiiacles in rhe lasr aunini i i  
o f  his ministry ( John  7 ) .  

(Pleuse continue ( I n  p u ~ e  /.i 

SABBATH. 

Now bear this in niind. J ~ S L I ~  n 
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about clothes, several of the students are 
making dresses, suits, or skirts. 

For dry skin or wrinkles on the face, 
dhows, hands, o r  legs, we learned that 
one of the best preparations to help 
overcome dryness is the natural product 
of sheep, lanolin. which costs only a lit- 
tle over ;I dollar for a pound that will 
last for years. For those who have oily 
skin or externally caused blemishes an- 
other product, arrow root, was presented 
to the class. 

Lanolin can also be successfully used 
on the hair but the best thing that you 
ran give your hair is a great deal of the 
proper kind of brushing. It is desirable 
not to wash your hair too frequently. 
For the naturally dry, or oily scalp there 
arc supplementary pninis Khai ~ a i i  im- 
prove and enhance the beauty of wom- 
an’s hair-her crowning glory. 

HOW Prevent Annihilation ? 
( Continued f rom pdge 4 )  

is a WAY OF LIFE-the way CONTRARY 
to the SPIRITUAL LAWS OF GOD. In re- 
ligious language, it’s the way of SIN,  be- 
cause the Bible defines S I N  as the 

3 : 4 ) ,  and as a SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLE,  
you’ll read in Romans 7:  14, that law is it 

SPIRITUAL LAW! 
EVERY PHASE of our present civiliza- 

t i o n - o u r  political organizations, our 
national governments, the economic sps- 
tems, the social customs, -even religious 
organizations-is DIAMETRICALLY CON- 
TRARY TO GOD’S LAWS! Yet today men 
organize STILL MORE to PREVENT war, 
wiili rile VERY S Y S Y ~ M  W H I L H  I S  THE 
CAUSE OF WARS! 

This system has grown constantly 
more and more complex, especially in 
these latter years of this modern MA- 
C H I N E  AGE of the western world. I N  
A WORD, the cause of WARS is H U M A N  
GOVERNMENT hased on H U M A N  N A -  
TURE, instead of the GOVERNMENT OF 
GOD, based on divine SPIRITUAL LAW! 

Well, what, then, is the solution? 
T h c  grcat .scientists tell us WORLD 

GOVERNMENT is the world’s only hope. 
Yet we see that human men on earth 
are UTTERLY INCAPABLE of setting up  it 

world government that will WORK and 
bring us peace! 

If the whole world-its leaders and 
its whole people-would CRY OUT T o  
ALMIGHTY GOD to save US, and would 
YIELD to His  rule, THAT would bring U S  

TRANSGRESSION OF GOD’S LAW ( 1  J o h n  

peace; -BUT THAT M E N  STILL REFIJSE 
TO Do! 

How, then, can peace come while man 
is UNABLE to bring about the ONE pos- 
sible solution, and UNWILLING to cry 
out for the other? HOW WILL IT 
COME? 

Now HOW W I L L  world peace acr idly 

cOme-lN OUR TIME-during this very 
present generation? Yes, WORLD GOV- 
ERNMENT is the only solution-but not 
HUMAN government based on the vanity 
and greed and the shortcomings and 
evils of HUMAN NATURE. 

There is NO MAN ON EARTH GOOD 
AND PERFECT ENOUGH 1’0 BE WORLL) 
RULER. There was such a man, but that 
was 1900 years ago! That man, Jesus 
Christ, admitted He was born to be a 
KING-a WORLD RULER-but, he said, 
HIS KINGDOM WAS N O T  OF THIS 
WORLD. H e  taught His disciples about 
the KINGDOM OF G o u t h a t  is, the 
world-ruling GOVERNMENT of GOD! 
But  then H e  permitted Himself to be 
crucified. H e  DIED, and was buried! H e  
was resurrected after three days, -but 
H e  LEFT this earth and went far off to 
HEAVEN where H e  has been ever since. 

But H e  has said, “If  I go, I W I L L  
COME AGAIN.” And the Scriptures tell 11s 
the HEAVENS have received H i m  UNTIL 
-yes, only UNTIL the Times of RESTI- 
TUTION of  ail things-yes, UNTIL the 
restoring of PEACE on earth, and GOOD 
WILL among men! 

What ,  now, of the PURPOSE being 
worked out here below? My friends, it 
is working EXACTLY ON SCHEDULE! 
God set apart a period of 6,000 years to 
allow a rebellious human family to 
WRITE THE LESSON in human poverty, 
hunger, anguish, heartache and suffering, 
that MAN’S WAYS BASED ON MAN’S REA- 

LISHED LAWS can only bring upon man 
the very WRETCHEDNESS and CHAOS 
that grips this unhappy world TONIGHT! 

SONING CONTRARY TO GOD’S ESTAB- 

THAT TERRIBLE LESSON HAS BEEN 
WRITTEN IN H U M A N  ANGUISH AND 
BLOOD! YES, WRITTEN-but N O 1  
LEARNED! Left to ourselves we humans 
would go on and on, stubbornly rebelling 
against God’s loving laws until in a few 
years we would A N N I H I L A T E  H U M A N  
I .IFE FROM O F F  T H F  FACE OF T H E  
EARTH. 

But, ALMIGHTY GOD W I L L  NOT PER- 
MIT IT TO GO THAT FAR! H e  has set a 
TIME-LIMlT-6,000 years! That rime is 
about UP.  It ENDS during this latter half 
of the 20th Century, -in OUR time! Yes. 
we live in MOMENTOUS days! 

God will SEND Jesus Christ-the very 
SAME Jesus Christ who taught the K I N G -  
DOM OF GOD more than 1‘)oo years ago 
.-this time in ALL THE POWEH A N I )  

GOD! H e  will come in SUPREME DIVINE: 
AUTHORITY, as the KING of kings, 
and thc LORD of lords, -RULER OVER 
ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH! 

NO one else cqdd save this world, 
put an end to wars, and bring us WORLI) 
PEACE! 1 want you to see the reason 
WHY! LISTEN! All these wars-all this 
world chaos-all this human suffering 

GLORY OF THE ALMIGHTY RULING 

and heart-ache and death-is merely 
the PENALTY we are paying for our own 
WRONG W A Y  OF LIFE-the penalty of 

suffering can be removed from this 
world ONLY by the very O N E  who is 
able to have P A I D  THE PENALTY W H I C H  
THE WORLD I S  NOW PAYING,  in our 
stead! WAR is the PENALTY of this sin. 
W a r  can be sropped ONLY by the One 
-the SUPREME ONE-who  has Himself 
already PAID that penalty for the WHOLE 
WORL-by His life made human and 
mortal for the PURPOSE of death-yes, 
by Him who was CREATOR of  U S  all, and 
then changed into mortal HUMAN form 
became S A V I O U R  of us all! ONLY Jesus 
Christ can forgive and take away SIN- 
and WAR IS THE PENALTY of sin. 
THAT’S why our politicians and states- 
men Do N O T  KNOW the cause of wars 

thank GOD! -the ETERNAL CREATOR 
knows, and i t  is in H I S  purpose soon 
now to DELIVER this world from wars 
and from ALL sin which brings about 
ALL human suffering, and usher in, at  
last, I N  S P I T E  of rebellious man, WORLD 
PEACE! NOW you see why Jesus Christ is 
ihe PRINCE of Peace! W H A L  GOOU 

NEWS! The KJNGDOM 01: GOD is very 
near to YOU, my friends! 

SIN! And this awful mountain of ~ I L I I I I U I I  

-NOR THE WAY TO END THEM! But 

What Did Jesus Teach? 
( Continued f r o m  p u g s  11 ) 

Almost entirely overlooked by writers, 
is the fact that Jesus never offered sacri- 
fices on these days, except the fiu.rsozw 
lamb. This corresponds exacrly with 
Jeremiah’s statement, tha t  when orig- 
inally instituted, no offerings (except the 
passover) were placed upon them (Jer. 
7 : 2 2 ) .  The sacrifices placed upon them 
luter were given t o  the Levitical priest- 
hood to offer. 

Importance of Last Passover Supper 

The passover is only one of the seven 
annual festivals which Jesus observed. 
I t  is a memorial ordained forever (Exo-  
dus 12: 1 4 ) .  For that reason Jesus ob- 
served i t  arid iiistructed his disciples on 
that last night how i t  should be con- 
tinuously observed annually d f t e r  hi, 
death by the New Testament church in 
remembrance of him. “This do in re- 
membrance of me.” That is a commrtnd 
for the church about one o f  God’s annual 
festivals-the passover ( I.iikr 37: 19) 
Even the apostle Paul, who was convert- 
ed much later, understood that Jesus set 
an example that night for Jewish and 
Gentile convcrts alike ( 1 Coiiniliiaii> 

The sad service occurred after sunset. 
The  eating of the passover lamb at sup- 
per having already ended. and the ordi- 
nance of foot washing having been in- 
stituted ( John  13:  1 4 ) .  Jesus sat down 

11 :20-34). 
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and explained to the disciples thar, 
hereafter, the commanded offering of a 
lamb in anticipation of the death of the 
Messiah would be replaced with new 
crnblcrns because the lamb of God 
would have been slain for the world. 
Jesus used unleavened bread and wine 
as the new emblems. 

God never permitted leavened bread 
to be used at the passover. Also the 
“fruit of the vine” could not have been 
unfermented grape juice. Grape juice 
could not at that time be preserved till 
spring. It either became wine, about 
forty days following the harvest, or else 
the grape juice was made into a heavy 
syrup. Any knowledge of the practices of 
the Jewish community in the days of 
Jesus will reveal that fermented w ine  was 
used exclusively at t h e  passouer (Has-  
ting‘s Dictionary,  article “Wine” ). 

The strange doctrines that entered the 
church in later years and changed the 
passover into the mass, the eucharist, 
communion and “Lord’s Supper” will be 
explained fully in coming articles. 
This perversion of Jesus’ teaching is one 
of the most sordid episodes of church 
history. 

Was the Sabbaih Observed After 
Christ Died? 

You have probably heard that even 
though Jesus DID NOT ONCE DURlNti 
HIS WHOLE LIFE preach against the 
days God instituted, that they were 
abolished by his death.  

Now notice this. After  the handwrit-  
i n g  of ordinances was abolished by 
Christ’s cleoth (Col. 2 :  1 4 ) ,  the Holy 
Spirit inspired t he  apostles to say thar 
the day after the death of Jesus was a 
high day-the first annual sabbath in the 
festival of unleavened bread (John 19: 
31 ) ,  and that the seventh day was still 
the sabbath according to the fourth com- 
mandment ( Luke 23  : 56). The follow- 
ers of Jesus rested on that sabbath! 

The first Sunday after the resurrec- 
tion, the women came to the tomb be- 
cause it was a work day. Later that 
Sunday Jesus appeared ro the eleven disci- 
ples as they were gathered . . . in honor 
of the resurrection? NO! But behind 
closed doors “FOK FEAR OF T H E  JEWS” 
aJ thej, u‘ere eating their  evening meal. 
And Jesus rebuked them for their unbe- 
lief because they did not believe the ac- 
counts of the resurrection that the 
women gave (Mark 16: 13-14 and John 
20: 19). 

How different this is from the fables 
commonly taught! 

IN THE N E X T  ISSUE OF “THE GOOD 

ING ABSOLUTELY FROM AUTHENTIC 
HISTORY, AbIKVNOMY A N D  THE BIBLE 
THAT JESUS DID N O T  DIE ON FRIDAY, 
THAT THE RESlIRKECTION WAS NOT O N  

NEWS” W I L L  APPEAR AN ARTICLE PROV- 

SUNDAY-THAT TIIE PASSOVER WAS ON 
WEDNESDAY I N  THE VERY YEAR CHRIST 
DIED. You won’t want to miss it! 

The New Covenant 
(Con t inued  f r o m  page 6)  

off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ” (Eph. 2 : 1 1 - 1 3 ) .  

So it is throagh Jeszls Christ that Gen- 
tiles “are no more strangers and foreign- 
ers, but fellowcitizens with the saints” 
(Eph. 2:19). Paul says in Galatians 
3 : 29, “And if y e  be  Christ’s, then are ye 
Abraham’s seed (no longer considered 
Gentiles) and heirs according to the 
promise.” 

So Gentiles have to belong to  Christ 
in order to become part of the spiritual 
commonwealth of Israel-the church. 
Paul, in Romans 11: 17-18, pictures the 
Gentiles as branches of wild olive trees 
who are grafted into the natural olive 
tree-Israel begotten of the Spirit. Gen- 
tiles can be partakers of the same Spirit 
of promise and of the blessings to Israel. 

But carefully notice, the Gentiles by 
nature do no t  receive the promise. They 
must become transformed into the Spir- 
it-hegnrren commonwealth of Israel be 
fore they can receive any of the bless- 
ings. 

How could Christ make it possible for 
Geniileb tu be heirs to the promises 
made to Israel? 

Christ, the Heir of Abraham 
The promise of eternal inheritance of 

the earth was unconditionally made to 
Abraham and his “seed” (Gen. 26: 3 ) .  
Bur Abraham died without inheriting the 
promises (Hebrews 11: 1 3 ) .  It re- 
mained for Jesus Christ the one heir 
who was without sin-the promised 
“seed” through the lineage of Abraham 
-to inherit the promises (Gal. 3:16). 

Jesus came in the flesh to confirm the 
promises made to the fathers (Rom. 
15:8). He also was [he minister of a 
new Jestarnent or will  by which he 
would bequeath His entire inheritance 
to His heirs in case of drdth. Remember 
the new cescament contained the prom- 
ise of eternal znheritance (Hebrews 9: 
1 5 ) .  

Christ’s testament or will did not have 
any force until his death. “For a testa- 
ment is of force after men are dead” 
(Heb. 9 .17) .  When Christ died, then 
His heirs have the right to the eternal 
inheritance made possible through the 
Holy Spirit which imparts eternal life. 

But who dic the heirs of Christ? 
No one is Christ’s unless one believes, 

repents, and is baptized (Acts 2 : 3 8 ;  
Gal. 3 : 2 7 ) .  So you can become an heir 
of Christ if you fulfill this condition 
.ind receive the Holy Spirit which puts 
-i mmerses-you i nro the church 

whether you are Israelite or Gentile ( I  
Cor. 12: 1 3 ) .  W e  are Christ’s because 
Christ bough t  us by giving His life in 
our stead to pay for our sins ( I  Cor. 
6:20). 

New Covenant Not Yet Completed 
Christ is the Mediator of the new 

covenant (Heb. 8: 6). According to the 
prophecy of Daniel 9:27,  Christ has not 
yet complet.ed His work of confirming 
the covenant. Therefore the new cove- 
nant must yet be completed in t h e  fg- 

tare--“For this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel 
AFTER THOSE DAYS, saith the Lord; 1 
will  put my laws into their mind, and 
write them in their hearts” (Heb. 8: 10; 
Jer. 3 1 : 3 1 - 3 4 ) .  

The new covenant will not be made 
with fleshly, carnal Israelites who can 
still sin-it will correct that fault. This 
time it will be made with Spirit-born 
Israelites who have been forgiven their 
sins and who have God’s laws written 
in their minds and hearts so they can’t 
sin and break the covenant. The apostle 
John reveals that it is only at the resur- 
rection when we are born u g a i n - c o m -  
posed of spirit-that we won’t be able 
to sin because we will have God’s nature 
permanently implanted in us ( I  John 
3:9). Jesus told Nicodemus also that 
we must be born again-of the Spirit- 
before we can inherit the kingdom and 
gain eternal life (John 3 ). 

Bear in mind that the new tertament 
or will of Jesus Christ has been in force 
since His death. But His testament or 
will has conditions which we must meet 
before w e  can inherit the promises. 
The Greek word for “testament” also 
means “covenant.” Since the new testa- 
m e n t  involves our agreement to fulfill 
these conditions, it also becomes a cozie- 
nant-and that new covenant will not 
be confirmed with us-we won’t inherit 
the promises--until we are first made 
immortal and have God’s nature so we 
can’t sin (I1 Peter 1 :4 ) .  

New Covenant a Marriage Agreement 

All that the Scripture says concerning 
Israel and the promises under the new 
testament pertains to the church. It is 
the church that is Israel begotten and 
soon to be born of the Spirit (Acts 26:  
6,7). Under the old covenant Israel 
could have becomc a kingdom of priests 
(Ex. 19:6),  under the new covenant 
the church will become a kingdom of 
priests governing the phyricul nation Is- 
rael ( I Peter 2 : 9;  Rev. 5 : 10; Acts 1 : 6 ) ,  

As the church is Israel-Abraham’s 
seed and heirs of the promise-then it 
is the church with whom the new cove- 
nant will finally be made. But we read 
in 11 Corinthians 11:2 and Ephesians 
i : 3 2  thx t  Chrisr Jesus ar His second 


